no Migitter of Sherigrne is in peſrboel 
FOR.THE 


ZObſervarion "ſ the Jewiſh, 


Meventh Day S4B8 OTH-- I 


With hisReaſons and <cripturesfor the Ld 
Sentin a Letter to | 


h Mr. Ben of Dorcheſter; | 
3 TOGETHER _ 
by With Mr. Bex's ſober Anſwertoh 
- (lame; and a Vindicationiof the 
© Chrifiax Sabboth againſt the Je 
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Friends in the Weſt of , BE 
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Chriſtian Reader , WJ 
N times when Prople are generally db3 | 
banched in their Intelletuals as well | 
4s in their Morals , ad tate a5 rout & 
liberty of opining as they do of pratHifins, © 
it ts no wonder by in this Age , whe 8s 

all SefFs ſeem to have a general reſur- 
rettion ,: that the Jewiſh Set have alſo 
their _Abettors ; but if People would but 
ſerionſly conſider , that the change of "he : 
Day hath the ſame Foundation that the * 
Scriptures themſelves have (and that i" 
Catholick Tradition) the Controverſie : 
would quickly be at an ehd: 1t would” 
then be an eaſie thing to believe , that" 
when the whole Jew1th Frame of Wor- 
ſhip was laid 1 Jae, it Was fit that the wv k 
Te it ſelf ſhould alſo put on Mourning , 

and therefore well may it paſs for a 


FA 3 % 
AA, pre 
v > ol 
o , "5 
_—” 4 Fe \- 


F but "to continue it 45 4 Feaſt "to the 
* Lord , % Jo put an Afﬀfrontggypon the 
Goſpel and the whole Otcinomy of it. 
* And therefore if this Trait may A 
« ba either to the 
rh at ſtand, or the eſtabliſhing # hg 
- Phat are ready to fall , or recauvering. 
theſe that are Already gone aſtray. ,.t 


' Author hath his end, and deſires thee 
to gee God all the Glory. 


'» 


/ lb St , 


' per, and to return me an Anſwer it 


Honored Str , 


Underſtand by ſome others, wh ' 
I reports it to me ,''as from you; 

That you deſire (ome'Seriprures* 4 
may be put to thoſe particulars whickt 
I formerly ſent you , wherein I gave 
youan account of 'my Judgement ; 
which accordingly here. have done,” 
If any do think fit toexamine this P® 


Writing, I expect that he ſhould con4 
fider it as it doth ftandin order, "aid 
declare expreſly his Aﬀſent and Cot 
fent to the ſeveral Particulars, if hel 
convinced that they-are the mind « 
G O D in his Word; orif he Dill nr 
that che give: the Reaſons thereof it 


agcriphure "way: * | 'S 
a; #% 
Ld * 


- 2£. 


| [fg#” 
” "My Judgement, according to the Scri- 
/ pinres, is as followeth , That 


2. Firſt, Jehovah Chriſt, by the 
- appoihgment of the Father,and by the 
-anointing of the Spirit, is eſtabliſhed 
> fapeyer to be the only Lord over; the 
anſcience, and Law-giver to the 
> youL, J/e. 33.22. To ſhew that this is 
- meant of rhe Lord Chriſt , compare 
Iſa. 32:1, 15-a0d 33.17, 18, and 43. 
* 1,4, 16, 21. the 18. verle of the 33. 
; Chap: of 7/a. is applyed by the Apo- 
file be I if 20, to the times of the 
EGolpel; fo alſo is 4/a. 42. 1,2, 3, 4.4 
'plyedby Chriſt to himlelf, 24arth. 4 
37, 21. Gal. 6.2. jam. 2.8. 10,11, 12. 
and 2 12. Row, 14. 9; 11. Heb. 12.246, 
"Dext. 18.18. Joh.16..13, 14, 15. As 3, 
"22:23. 1{4.8.10,16-20. 1C07.12.3. Mat. 
32. 18. Hork'2.28. Luke 6, 5, Matth, 
17:5. Ads 7. 37-38. Pſal. 68.8,11,17, 
I p Pal. 2. Matth, 28. I8, I'9, 20, | 
i "0 241), 


n ono» COA a pr WT 


| chacteable Rule of Lifejall cgtters 


2 Tim.3.15,16,17. ReV.22.18,12.COM-. . 
pared yrith. Dews.. 4.12. #Yot::30.; 6: | 
Mark 7. 7, 13. Dent; 12.32: £496.18 : 
24: Deat; 17. 15:20. Feſt: hnb$ci Fob! | 
40.30, 31. 6. 3:15). MatthoaD 9: : i, 
34h. Thirdly, The Ten wortare 


2 perfe& and compleat, ſtandivgun- 


of-Duty to be performed;and offSih-yv 
be avoided, Pſa. 19: 7,8, 9: ioSraQ-! ! 
Rem.3. 20. 20d 4. 15. 1 foh. 3:45Pfw6s >> 
I 2.32. 1. Pet. t. 2:33.25 Dent AL @vIgb! 
Zxke 16.29,30. Dewb. 5.22. Ex0841, 37» ; | 
18: and:31..18..?ſal.; 119. the 
and particularly verſ. 126,154 
35+ Jum. 1.25. Prov, Cho | 
19, 17 19. Rows..3.\ 3L.1 Dorf: 

. 44hiyr Fourthly, The Scventiad Fe 
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pon ae: 
veal oh the weekly Sabbath 
; "Holy £0 Fehoun,, $1'4 


—— =T 37 * - 
*m_—_ _- . 


| "Hint bevic | 


So! noma & Commandas fuch, 
— Exvd,20.8{9.- Bev. 5; 124.159 1.09 + 
| >> 208i fBboanle thoſe weighty Rex- 

2 rodnmeae 1 FehovatheLaw gryer him: 


6-7, Fen tocnforce Obedience 
be. | Hinge 
| _ h-Sabbartv.day-holy. co himlelf, do 


| ay in every Week, in ofder 
h of cimegia the weekly. returns of it; as 


bor 
43 
"X. 
"day 
—< is 


week, Exvd. 20. 11.” 


OOH: wer nel God reſted only upon the 


| weekas Ds Sabbath day , Exod, 


and,iquobſervinga week-- 


only\belong; andare-ap-" 
PSntereeals day,” which is 


: Sabbath day,and to.no other 


| -Sevetighday » which is the. laft day.ifr 
upon no other day inthe: 


vie” 4+ deat 
| » W_ 


\ 1: Secondly, \(God:th | 
{nts Sell which isthe 54 
of rhaweek, ynd-no other:day wee ol -'Þ 
week,asa:weekl y Sabbathday ; Exaul, 
| -20, I0,11compared-with Gem. 2:5 
| . 344.;Thindly, God ſanictified 
the Gcach meg which i is the: Jaſtdaun 
of theweek;and noother day ofthe 
weekas a weakly Sabbath day g:Exod.; 
| 20-I0,11.com ared-with Gem: 2.2,95 
2aly, Secondly:, 'Becaule- alt :thg 
Scriptures throughout wherethe hol 
_ ſpeakerh of a weekly Sabbatl + 
Wert | 
/ Firſt, The name and thing 36 
a weekly Sabbath day 15 given. only -.- 
to the Seventh, which is the laſt day 
in the weekly returns of it, and tone 
other- day in. the week as a weekly: 
Sabbath'day , Dewt. 5... 14. Exod. 204 © 7; 
Io. and 16. 25, 26, and-3145..and + 
35. 14 Lev. 23.3. Afts 16, 13.and a7, 
2. and 18. 4. Lok, » 4+ IG, Matth. 4:29. 4c 
pos Sccondly z: There wean" . -* 


atheriday in the: oregon 
Sabbath day to Jehovah but onlythe: Þ 
Gventh, which is the laſt day of- the 
week in the weekly m—_— of it; 
Exod. 20.8, 11. Deut.-y. 22; 15. Exod. þ 
16.28. and 34.31.and 35. I2.a0d 23. 
x2.and 31. 15,14, 15. Levis. 19. 3-30. 
and 23. 3. and 26. 2. Neh. 9. 14. er, 
17. 21, 22. Marth. 28. 18,19,20. Ezek. | 
40.19, 20. and 44. 24. Luke 23, 5, 6.6% 
Petit. 10.1. Fer. 7.23, 31. 
3aly. Thirdly , There is no Pro- & « 
miſe made to the obſervation of any ag 
other day of the Week, as a Weekly + 
Sabbath day; bur only of the ſeventh 
which is the laſt day of the Week-uv 
the Weekly returns of it , 1ſ#. 56.2, 8. 
and 5$. 13, 18. Jer. 17. 24, 25; 260 
- Levit. 26.2, 13. Exod, 16. 29. ers 2 
2.27. Ezek. 20. 20. 
4#hly. Fourthly , There 1s no P: 
» Ehreatoing either denouncedagaialtz Þ 
2 Ge aye: cp RO ; 


oblerys 


'% 


<V tbe, 
abbach day Ys bur only 


the: Soveach. 


1 
Pay; whick is the laſt da ay ofthe Week 
- In-che weekly recurns of it apy 


Þ, 10. and 31.13; 14; 15. and 35. 3, 
Jer, 17. 27: Exod. 20.21. Nehemy 'v36.+ 
5,21, 
3aly, Thirdly , Becauſe -God hath 
put this into Nature, Exod, 20. 10.4 
StFangers Dewi, 5.14. the three fir 
PRApeces to the howars, particularly, 
$hap. 2,14, 15,26, 27. and-3. 9, 20s 
® Cor, 11. 14. Nature hath its teach» 
[0gss the Humane nature in the firſt 
was made and framed to the 
derfe ſection of the Ten Words, ſome 
notions whereof are ſtill retained; 
ven in the Corrupt ſtate of fallen 
an; compare Gem. 1. 26, 27. Ecleſ. 
D.29-Epbeſ. 4. 20. Cd. 3.10, 
The Law of the ſeventh.day Sab- 
path was given betoxe the Law was 
Þroclaimed at Sines, Exod, 16,2.3-6ven 


rom the Creation, Ger, 2. 23+ given 
ro 
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teſpeR'of | his' Hiniane 4% 
mawure;* andin Hints all che 'Work 
of: hiinane creatures'; compare Genſ9 
XI4;*and Pſa. 164. 19. with Zevirp® 
25.21; and Num.28,”2, 9, 10.-1t if 
-the ſame word'in- the Original 2g 
wading, contracted, Mognade, 

: "Ser times of Divine appointment in 
for ſolemn Aſſembling, and-for Gqd: 
inſtituted” Service, - are dire&ted' to K' 
and pointed ar by thoſe great Light 
which the Creator hath ſet up im th? 
Heavens, P/al. 19. throughout, com#** 
pared with Rom. 10.4,5,6,7, $;18 0] 
19,20, Demt. 30, 10, 15. Joh, 1. 98® 
| Every man hath a Law and Light oÞ*! 
Nature which he carrieth about him 
atid is born and bred together: wit el 
him;z - Thoſe ſeeds of Light» 'an$V< 
Truth, Rm, 1. 20; though they wil? £ 
notJuſtifie him in the ſight of -God 2s 
and bring a Soul through), 4nd (af 
home to Glory, yet there; even" fine y 
Me; fall; are thoſe reliques Gar Qi 

ary» 


—— 


dGark, letters of His -holy Tawscofi the, 
$Tca words to. preſerve: the memory 
of our firſt created, Pignity,.and for 
Wome other ends ,, though thele Seeds 
are utterly corrupted, now, Tits 1.45, 
Natural Reaſon, will, tell men,,. that 
"Feeing all men, in all Nations.do»mea- 
ure their times by Weeks, and 4heir 
FWecks by Seven days, they ſhould 
Kbelides what. they offer up. of their 
,$1me, as. due to God every. day). giye 
nc ,whole day. of every; Week to 
\Sheir Maker, who hath allowed them 
Joliberala 'portion' of time , therein 
$0 provide for themſelves; (there 
Þcing/no other proportion, of [time 
#hbat can ſo well provide for the ne 
>flicies of Families , as Six dayes of 
&very Week,and that is ſo well fitted 
fo all-functiqns, callings, and employ- 
| nents, ) And the. light of Nature, 
& hen cleared up,;will tell men, ,Thax 
labour and motion being in order 

$9 re!t,-and reſt being the poringiion 


. 
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| bour,ifito whietilabour 
-wotk,” and motion doth paſs; tharf 
Yherefore the Seventh , | whicly is the 
hſt gay in every Week, is the fitteſt 
artd propereſft day for a religious Reſt , 
unto-the Creator , for his Worſhif 
-atid'Service; Gen. 3. I, 2, 3. Exvc 
20/9, 10,11, Dewt. 5. 13,'14. Heb 
4/1;'11. Exod. 31,'7. Row. 14/17 
Exod, 23, 12. and 34-2. Nature dott 
fuggeſt that Man and Beaft ſhoulc 
have #® Reſting-day every Week 
Devt. 5.14. *© | 
The Lord Chriſts obedience unto! 

this fourch word, in obſerving in his 
life time the Seventhday as a Weekly 
Sabbath-day, which is the laſt day of 
the Week in the weekly returns of -itY — 
and no other day of rhe Week as ſuch, 
i152 partof that perfe&t Righteouſneſ 
which every (ound believer doth ap 
(a to himſelf, in order to his beingg - 

uftified in the ſight of God andf- 
every ſuch perſon is to conform "= 
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{ Cluiſtioall the adsof 

i tothe Ten Words ; Lab. 4- 16. Roms, 

# 2, 3,4- and 5. 12. Gal. 4.4, 5. 2.Car$. 

i 21. Fer. 23. 6. Rev. 19, $. 1/6. 45. 

23, 24, 25. Kow. 6, throughout 

1 Pet. 2.21. Epheſ, 5.1,2. 1, Job. 5 2:38 
4s 1 Fob © ll 1 Jeb. 241, 6. and th. 

8 17. Fob. 15. 10, 12, 14 Afatt 

J x1. 28, 29, 30. Joh. 13. 34) Heb. © 
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Francis Bampfield. 


Mr. BAMPFIELD'S' 
P A o E R. 
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The will of Gods good pleaſure is the 
- $0Waras the Creature. 


+ \ The holy will of God revealed ia his 
holy word i the ſole Rule" and Mea- 
fore of. all the Creatures attings to- 
wards God, 


Ze Rule and reaſon of all his cm 
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es Str , Y Too7 Very wick Rees 
it rexceds inthe Lord, 


Reat is the Obligation you have 
* laid upon me, in condeſcending fo 
; far:ras - to: communicate -unto-me 
thoſe - Scripture: . grounds > and\-reafons , 
which | have had ſuck ari-arrefiftable: mnflu- 
ence upon, your Confcience/,” as ; tor under- 


go ſuch a change in your: Judgement: and; | 


PraQtice,- relating 'to: the: obfervation: of 
the Weekly Sabbath ;;:from what'you-have 
formerly believed and praQiſed ;/-and- that 


8 - Lam fully pertwaded in ' Godly fncerity: 


This ,' Sir , 'isas I underſtand, thediſcourte” 
of many, the wonder of not afew, and: the. 


grief. of: ſome. 
/F do , acknowledge , that the. report 
whith you ſay was bro unto you, was 
- true';3'1 did andeed- that you would 


| be' pleaſed at your-leifure , if Touthotight 


good, to add ſome Scripture-provfs- to 
thole Propoſitions':wwhich I had formerly 
rome from you: * Which I- think . I 

| B * ſhould 


W - 
- \ « % »* 


Ms 4 i 
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ſhould not have taken the boldneſs to, have 
done , but that you had given me.encou- 
, as I ſuppole you. remember 
when, and where, and how: . which now 
that you'have done , T ſhall endeavour to 
obſerve your order" in © giving you my 
thoughts of them, and that, as they ſtand 
an, ou Paper; and according ' t6: your 
defire , expreſly declare my afſent and 
conſent to the {everal-particulars, fo far 
as Iam convinced that they are (according 
tothe mind of- God; and w 6-9/3 I difſent, 
' ro;give you my reafohs thereef, and yet 
+ -_ asyovexpett in a Scripture way , 1o fat as 


rious examination. © * © 


;  fitions, I do both heartily aſſent , and un- 
- © feignedly conſent unto: you, ſo far as I 
| apprehend aright your mind in: them ,' as. 
diyine"truths of infallible veracity , deeply 
cngraven'in the Word-of Truth. ' Oh:that 
they-were as deeply engraven in the hearts. 
of all the Lords profeſſing People! Only 
I crave leave to tell you , | 6400; 
I. That whereas forthe. proof of the 
firft, That Jehovali Chriſt is by the ap- 


6; pointment 
< -\ 


a 7 


I:am.;able and underſtand the meaning of * 
that-exprefſion, and ſubmit all to your ſe--. | 


Dgrnwres 4 your three firſt Prope- 


' 3 Nations, Fey. 76. 1, that He'ls the 
| to th Chulch, 


"Frq- - 


f the Father, '& -whethdy'; 
e 'proof gf this you quote, . 
if oor near about 26 
I cannot* either afſent' or conſent}* that 
os one of them fpeaks clearly t the 
tion ' of the Propoſition ;* poſſibly 
they* are mif-written "y the Tranſcriber ; 
however” the Truth 3 ' ſufficiently con- 
firmed” by fotti© of them, ' and' 1 think all 
of them may afford-matter of comfortable 
meditation for the A ar improvement « 
Chriſts Kingly which 
al that you ed, orb them. Bs 
{ the Lord, the Gbyarnment is ff 
| ſhonlder, "Iſa. 9.8. thit he is pet 


: of Saints, Rev: 1 head over all Fi 
Bis 


el. T, 22. h 
oyer all-A&ſ\', * to CE 25108 
thoſe the father hath'piven'bim, Fob." Tr is »* 
That Sripture” ( ich is a ried 
by you) "in "Iſa. 33.34. is thuch # b 
taken notice” of : fot noderfnt 
words ina ffrituut" fence, and the! 
exchuſive of all other; ewift alone \ 
' and no other, is our only Kays. Fakes os! 
ery? wer: It is trac, the Co 
Magifftate bind the Collier” 6 ; 4 | 
RB 2 + Ye 


- feT 


| we mu. be fb 64 
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vention Golus: 


Fife, » Are 


pf rot v2 that fo Hike obedience unto 


them: may be without {cryple, and ,our 
ſy jection not from ſelf-intereſt, but in 
a LA in truth, from principles of Con- 
c 


We hs 1s a perfect and ſufficient rule, for 
| Dogeping » Worſhup,, and Diſcipline, you 


A | er;cleven; or twelve Sctip | 
'S = conſent that, 'the propoien Kon. is 


ah, and ſufficiently proved , though ſome 


wr ys! traing are.upen ſome-account \or- 


ee ken or mifquoted ,, as. Gal. 3:; 
— perhaps you gone for -Gal, 6, 

6 one ſpeaks not to the point, as. the 

oft doth; oo the latter, Ghennitin , as 
Iremember, conceiyes. that | the Scriptures 
may be ſaid to be Canonical; they are. in- 
deed a _perfe& Canon, nothing to be _ad- 


ded Lions > Nob ; by any Develation. 


. . - from 


lake, 


> Whereas for the proof , of the fe 
fo fition, . that. the Holy Scripture, 


ESE 


Y 4 Se A / | ; 4 ns: 
fronvrhe ſpirit, mu 


Traditions,.2 Thef, 3.2." al. 1. 8,9. JF ant 
Anget from Heaven preach = other 'Do. 
Grine, let him, faith the Apoſtle, again;and: 
again he ſaith it, let him be accuried.”. "Ver" 
I think this limitation is. fit to be inferted;, 
that there are ſome Circumſtances roncer-" 
ning Worſhips and” Adminiftration- "of 
Church affairs (fuch/I mean, as '”are'com-' 
mon to humane Aftions and Soctetics ) 
which are to be ordered by, Chriſtian pru- 
dence, but ſtill according to the general 
rules of the word , ' which ought al- 
ways to be obſerved , that fo as ,* 1 Cor, 
14. 40. All things may be done decently 
and in order : that [ all things] that js , 
all the Ordinances of God, for of them he 
fpeaks, asappearsin the foregoing verles : 
Prayer and Singing of Pſalms, &c. This text 
give no other power to any Church) - or- 
Church Governors, but that all fuck things 
as God appoints, be done decently with- 
ont uncomlineſs, and orderly withvut con-'- 
7 br. -, 

3aly. That whereas for the proof of the 
third Propoſition , That the ten words are 
a perfe, compleat, and ſtanding rule, &c: 
you produce at leaſt twenty Scriptures: T 
| B 3 both 
A 
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th Aﬀent, and Conſent , ac 
" thePro iton fulciently proved ; th ugh 
[ mult {2F, as | {aid before ;" that, every 
; particular text which. is quoted ,.- cones | 
not up fully to proye the paint , but a di- 
f truth it is, beyond all contradiQtion , 


= 


yine 
that as, Pſal. 119. 96. the commands are 


exceeding ' broad , containing an infinite , 
and incomprehenſible treaſure of heaven- 
 Iy wiſdom; nothing perteining to holineſs , 
nothing -is wanting that is _necefſary for 
dire&tion toallmen, in all conditions, be- 
Ingitis an eternal rule of Righteonſeneſs; 
and as XMatth. 24. 31. Heaven. and Earth | 
ſhall paſs away, but my word, ſaith the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt, {ball ot paſs away. Thus God 3 
hath magnified his Law, and made it ho- ! 
nourable; 1/a. 42.21. Thus you ſee , how 
intruth of ; theſe three propofitions I con- 
{ent with you. 
., 4thly. But now for the fourth Propoſiti- 
on ;: that the ſeventh day, which is the laſt 
day in every week, inthe weekly reyoluti- 
on, is alone that peculiar day in every 
week, which -is the-weekly Sabbath day, 
to be kept holy to Fehovuh in obedience to 
his Commands. For the proof whereof you 
© bring Exod. 20. 8, 9, 10, 11, Deut.5. 12, 
- xs IE I. \ RP 4 I-34 
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F-3 20)this:Lmuft. crave WW I 
26. yet I-can. neither Aﬀent, mot 4 
Neg no. ways convinced by any t _ 


ur paper - that is according 
the w_ 7 f God , revealed inhisword; » 


proved .in the leaſt, cither by theſe Scrip- 
tures, . or the reaſons produced for the 
"thereof, | 
. That which takes hold of my Conſci- 
ence , inthis matter I ſhall lay before you, 
when have, 
i. Firſt told you, what is the Gene- 
ral , Iobſerve in your paper. 
| 2. Secondly given you ſome few pre- 
poſitions , which I think meet to be infer- 
ted here, to avoid repititions hereafter. 
1. I obſerfe, that all your Arguments 
are. grounded upon a ftrong apprehenſion 
you are under, that the Seventh day, the 
aſt day in every Week, is the ſubſtance of 
the fourth Commandment : And that it is 
moral natural, written in the Humane na- 
ture in Adam, which was framed to the 
perfeion of the ten words, as you &x. ©} 
preſs it in your third general reaſon. _ But **. 
in this, I canneither Afent, nor Conſent :.. 
"The reaſogof my Difſent , you ſhall have 
in its proper place; I mean , why I con- 
B 4 ceive, 
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__ -ceive , thatthough the Humane.nature in. 
| 6 Ce after the of God: 
" "in Righteoulnels, and true Holineſs, yet 
the Law. for the laſt day of ſeven in every 
Week: to be the only: day for the Weekly 
Sabbath: was not written there. — | 
- 24th. 1 obſerve , that your apprehenſjons 
are ſtrong, that the laſt day of ſeven '\in.eve+- 
ry Week, and the Sabbath day, that is, the 
day of holy reſt of Gods appointment for - 
his ſolemn worſhip in every Week, are and 
- muſt be terms Convertible , and that the 
laſt of ſeven in every Week, as it was at-- 
firſt, ſo it isnow ,, and muſt ſo continue, to 
'the end of. the World is the only day for 
"that purpoſe. This I gather from thoſe Rea 
{ons given te -inforce : obedience to the 
Commands which you {ay properly be-+ 
long to this day, and are; as you think, 
applicable to no other day: Herein: can 
neither afſent nor conſent, and why I can- 
not,” Iſhall give you my grounds, when I" 
have firſt: conſidered the propoſitions you 
layYown before them. ; 1.4 -- , 
34ly. 1 obſerye:, and thatmot without- 
ome wonder , + that' though the ' whole 
... Rreſsof all your Arguments, is gn a man- 
. ner, laid upon the 9, 10,11, verſes of Exod, 
P, 7.1" ” wY , (- 20, 
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20. Yet find” nothing ' at-alt- | , 
tively toprove; that the ſcope, ſence , 'anith ** 
meaning of theſe words, is to_cftabliſh the: : 
laſt: of ſeven , in the revolution of 
Week ;-tobe the only day of Holy reſt; 
which. is tobe obſerved to Fehovah, to. the" 
endoffthe World; which is the propoſition: 
you engage your ſelf to make good; which: 
till you! have done by fome other. Argu- 
ments than this paper affords, or. by theſe 
Arguments more clearly ; I do believe that 
what you-ndw affert , will not be ſo gene- 
rally received for truth , according to the 
mind of God, as you think it ought , 

as it ought, if it be indeed the mind of 

in his Word. - : 

F 24ly. Having obſerved theſe things; I 
; now crave leave to lay down ſome few: 
propoſitions, which being conſidered of, 
way be, according to what-I apprehend; 
of Jome uſe, ( they are atleaſt to me), to- 
wards the clearing up of the matter under; 
debate, and meet to be inſerted here, to a-” 
void, as you laid, as much as may be, 
repetitions hereafter. © They are as fol- 
loweth. | | | 
- 1, Firſt, That all dayes materially con- 
fdered in themlelyes , are equal, and ws 
PI Yn | the 
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vantage thin another; every day had 
- ame crhicient cauſe , all helag/dnated 
| God, andall very good, 'Ger. 1. all 
{ ._ and governed by him , and -filled uf wi 
- what  providential diſpenſation feemed 
in/his fight , Pſa; 47. 16. Thus all 
& conſidered as I ſay, materially .in 
themſelves, now and ever will be alike: As 
they were” under the Law., {6 under the 
Goſpel, none of them more eminent nor 
gbſervable by any natural goodneſs than 
another; If this be ſo, and I think it -can- 
not be denyed but that it is ſo, this will. be 
one ſtrong argument, as I apprehend, to 
prove that the laſt day of ſeven in every 


++. week, to be the only, and perpetual day 


for the day of weekly holy reſt unto Feho- 
wah, was not written in the humane nature 
in" Aden in the ftate of Innocency., as I 
hope” to” make evident when I ' come. to 
ſpeak to the third general reaſon. 
 . 2&hy. Secondly, That though the. letter 
of the Tegxt ought alway to be carefully 
heeded, yet alway to ſtick to it, and never 
compare Scripture with Scripture , for the 


better 
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of the. 
-may prove 2'dangerous ſnare. -; 
been. the Butt of Contention between the 
Lutherans and = Calvin wbry this. hath 
been the death of many fai Martyrs 
by © the- Popiſh Generation , when nd 
where they had power in their hands, the 
one holding too pertinaciouſly to the let- 
ter of the Text, at. 26. 26. Thus s 
body, for the maintaining. of Tranſubſtan. 
tiation a {ad inftance we have of this- in 
that Conference at Huſſia , at Marpwrgne , 
I remember ( for the Book I have not by 
me ) between Luther , Melancthon, Zin 
glius , Occolampadins , Bucer, and other 
German Divines , . as it is- related in the 
Annals of 'Soultetrs , where we read, thit 
even Luther himſelf rejefted- very ſtrong 
reaſons, againſt which he had nothing-to 
fay but Hoc eſt corpus meum ; this if the 
Tranſlator of - his Adenſalia hath not 
wronged him , he receded- from that opt 


_nion before his death : So the Popyſh 


Commentators ſticking to the letter of 


'the Text, Fam. 2. 14. where it is laid, 


that a man is juſtified by Works, ' and not 
by Faith only , ſo far as they are; believed, 
overturn the. foundation of Faith-; The 
dg | ee lixe 


T7 
ike in edge be {aid' of ſtickingto the + 
ketter of the fourth Commandment , with- 
out minding of -the ſcope , ſence,” and mea- 
\ ning of it: I think thereby a man ſhall caft 
a-miſt before his eyes ; which will exceed- 
mgty ; hinder- him from the right' under- 
ſtanding of the Mind of God' therein: If 
I ſhould do ſo, 1 ſhould find -it 'to be fo. 
This being ſo , makes way for a third Pro- 
pofition , - which thus I lay down. 
zdly. Thirdly., Though all things ne- 
ceſſary to be known, believed, and ob- 
ſerved, in order to Salyation, are clearly re- 
vealed (though not altogether, but) in one 
place or other of the Scripture, ſo that per- 
fons of. ordinary capacities in the right uſe 
of means, alliſted by the holy Spirit of God, + 
may attain) a ſurficient underſtanding of 
them , ſo as not to periſh for want of know- 
tedge;-yet all truths are not alike plain-in 
themſelves, nor alike clear to all: Some - 
things are hard to be underſtood , 2 Per. 3, 
16. which though Peter ( ſpeaking no 


4 doubt upon his 'own knowledge ) faith 


fome- miſconſtrued 'to their own ruine ; 
., yet, which is worthy our obſervation , nei- 
ther doth he , nor Pau! himſelf (who was 
yetalive, as ſeemed by that expreſſion p 
Mey the 


| "Fn 
the former' part 'of- the: verſe ( ay brood 
brother Paul ) "and in all p pores {os | 
as much in this matter as: Peter 'd Fuey ne 
ther of them I ſay , «did- clear. or 
the difficultics , but let them alone as 
were. Thus it ſeemed good to the holy Spi- 
ritof Gody by whoſe inſpiration the, Scripy 
ture was written, ts haye it ſo : Some as 
are as if it were hid under the rock , that fo. 
there might. be digging and ſearching; after 
the knowledge of —_ ,» 4s for id Treaſures, 
Prov... 4. and if 1 fay that the ſecond. and 
fourth . Commandments -may be  reckGned , 
amongſt ſuch truths , 1 think I ſhould have 
many that would lay ſo too; | have"reaſon 
to ſay. ,. they have been both ſo to. me out 
bleſſed. be the Lord for that Light, 
little ſoever 1 have 'regeived in. t Et: 
|} or. in, the 'other, , Doubtleſs- it .concerns 
| us therefore to. be much in Prayer, that 
would open our eyes, that we might under- 
| ſtand the. tank 2 things of his Law, Pſak: 
119. 10; The vail that was upon the hearts 
| of the Fews in reading the Old Teſtament, 
2 Cor..3..14,,15. is not fully removed from: 
the hearts of the moſt knowing Chriſtians 
to this day: He that knows moſt, - bath, 
caule-t0 acknowledge: he knows "but .4n- 
part 2 


x87 
| Tart 2 Gor: 13. therefore 1 thay propoſe, 


Þut I dare not pct hy of. 20y PE | 


| $ upon others. 

*4thly. Fourthly, 1 defire this may de 
obferved ,, which I kppoſe will not be de- 
tied , that a proof drawn by compar 
cri with Scripture ,' or Wy necefſa 
quence from Scripture rightly under- 


Fry is a ſufficient Scripture, proof, even 
of that which' iri expreſs words is not 
found" in Scripture : That which we have , 
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ure, in ſs many exprefs words and 

ſes , but 'the truth contamed therein 
| detrs therefote the Apoſtle Kiith that 
the tyrefaith , | that the Spirit" thar is 
mus ly to envy: Many Gack inftances 


—5Fva ri deduced , are to be 
cena Spe In Ma. 2.2; 


ſerrtion, we have not ex 4 Scripture” 
for,” or-in full, and entire fentences tope-" 
thier, but here a little, and thers a ey , 
whic 


Kay 


4-5- isnowhere that I can ſce found. 


'be'given'; evidently proving, that" 
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which compyred together, and wiſcly.and 
ithfully improved . by . rational In 
rences , ſufficiently prove. that Truth they 
are brought for : And if- the Divine infti- 
tution of the firſt-day of the, Week, can he 
thus cleared up, .for the.day of the weekly 
' Sabbath, as I goubt not but .it may,,. 4t.® 
lufficient to me it is. |. | her en 
He that conceiyes himfelf-under no ob- 
ligation toany thing, but what he hath, x- 
preſs Scripture for, in {o many words, 
ſyllables, will either enlarge his liberty. be- 
'yond'its due bounds , or ſtxeighten his gule 
yvond what is written , and. [44 | 
both : its a dangerous thing.;to refals Rat 
that Heoks from Hires », Which way, 40+ 
ever ne peaks x Heb. 12; 4%. , bt , 
gehly, . Fifthly , Let. this ;be allp..conf 
dered., that the holy Will of God., which. 
is the rule of, all righteouſneſs, . concerning. 
what'is required of men, to-do , hath been 
g revealed, though the time when, and many 
nerhow.it hath been revealed.,, be not.rer- | 
corded in;Scripture. ..,This  to.me-is; Ger: 
© tain , for the Will of God cancerning Sacris 
ficipg, was without, doubt revealed. unta 
Abel,; before. the, Law for Sacrifices was 
Kgiven-for wha he did-thercin, he gk 
nary | aith , 
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; 'Faith,, and” _ found: acceptance 
» "with God in what he did therein, Heb. 
"1x74. -neithey the Light of - Nature , which 
'is the knowledge of Principles, neither the 
'Lawof Nature, which is the concluſions 
drawn from theſe. Principles, could eyer 
have made known this way - of Worſhip | to* 
de a Duty, if Gqd had not'ſome way 
revealed his Will to bim' therein. © This 
T hope will be made evident 'when, I 
come to" ſpeak of the third general 
Reaſon. 

'Ff he had impoſed this upon himſelf, 
ahd that it had been | the Produdt of his 
own Ihagination , it had been will:wor- 
Thi.) Therefore certainly ' he <had -ſome & 
wordforit, but when he received it, and 
whiete, and fiow that way of Worſhip was 
inftitored for him t6 come to the -knowr 
| ouge of; FE-neyer heard of any "that could 

it in theScripture. Great uſe may:be 
made of this, if need wete, fot the'clea- 
ritig up of this- preſeft Controverfie, con-l 
cerning aniexprels word for the-inſtitution 
and- obſerving the-firft day 'of - the Week 
to be the Lords-day', the day for his Week- 
ly Sabbath z we might ſay , that it might 


= inſtituted , though it be not recorded) 
when , 
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Y when,and where, as'it was in thecaſe; of 
Abels Sactificing 3 but I hope we ſhall not: 
be driven to this, however I cannot bur 
ſuppoſe it isof gootl uſe or ſome eſpecially 
to confider-of; —o_ 
6thly. Sixthly, I defire that this allo: 
may be conſidered , that what was delis 
vered by the Apoſtles, as they were guided 
by the holy Spirit of Truth, ought. to be 
received and believed as delivered and 
ſpoken by Chritt himſelf. , LTD 
Chrift himſelf was never in perſon-at 
Epbeſus, and yet *tis ſaid, Ephe 2. 17. that 
he came thither arid preached peace unto 
them :- we muſt underſtand it, that-he-fid 
ſo in the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, whicty 
was all one as if he had 'been' there 'Hitms 
elf. None that” I know of durſt eve#'un- 
dertake to prove, that ever they"preſtri- | 
ved any thing for all the Churches to*6b# 
erve, but what they received 'in-Gonms 
hon from the Lord Jeſus. - This was 
heir charge, Mat. 28. 20. Teach whit 'f 
Mmmangd you; and this was their praftice; 
Cor. 11, IO, 23. What I received” from 
Lord, that T delivered unto you's {6 
Cor. 15. 3. | ok 
It 'is evident, Af, 1. 3+ that Jeſns 
: C Chriſt 
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Chrilt ſpake 'many things unto them bes» 
twixt his Reſurrection and Aſcention, con+- 
ceming' the "Kingdom of God, 4. e.- eſpe» 
cially.che ftate of/ the Goſpel-Church, of 
all which we have no knowledge ( Ihave 
not- I am fure )-in particular what they 
were, farther than is found in their pre- 
cepts.'and - practice, recorded in. the New: 
Tekament:; And what if I ſhoulg ſay,” that 
the change' of the day from the laſt -in 
ſ{eyen, to the firſt in ſtven, was one of 
thefe— things, I know not what could 
be daid again it 3 but of that more 
hereafter. I 
:7thly. Seventhly, Though I have de-Þ 1 
clated; 'as above , my aſſent and: conſent} t 
concerning} the Ten words to be perpe-Jt -c 
tually- obligatory , or a ſtanding and -un- » 
changeable ' rule for all Chriſtians in ally fc 
" ages to walk by, that fo they may walk inf} tc 
all-welkplealing unto God, ( as once IN nc 
beard; very ſolidly proved by your ſelf} be 
wn an Excrciſe wholly upon that” ſubjeRY li 
from P/al. 19. 6, 7.8, 9. As Iremember BW 1: 
though I ay, and ſay it again, that hercid ho 
Econſent with you; yet I ſay it now, an ©c 
muſt ſay it again hereafter, that the.da 
'of weekly boly -Reſt is altered, and ye 
| , th: 
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that alteration isno difſolution of the Gom- 
mandment, and that no. tittle of the Law 
is broken thereby, and that the firſt day 
of the week is and ought to be as much the 
weekly Sabbath for the Chriſtians now, as 
the laſt day of the week was to the Jews 
of.old 3 and that there is as good ground 
( though perhaps not ſo clear to every one ) 
tor the change of ;the day, as there was at 
hit tor the choice of the day: this 1s di- 
realy contrary ta what . you aflerted wn 
Your paper. rs 

I come now according as you. delured 
me'to take your 4th Propoſition into gon- 
lideration, and your Reaſons in ordex as 
they ftand., whereby you endeavour to 


= contirm it, having again, and again in ſgme 


weak meaſure, I praiſe the Lord, prayed + 
for the afliftance ot the holy ſpirit of truth, 


nf to guide and dire&t me that I may write 


nothing again the truth,but for the truths 
beipg at this preſent under the aQual con- 
lideration of the” dreadful ſentence that I 
may be called to an account, I know nat 


ie} how ſoon, before the great and glorious 
J God, for what I think, tor what I write,as 
al well as for what I ſpeak, or whatIdo 7 1 


bleſs God I am willing that truth ſhould he 
C2 truth 


* truth, and appar to be truth, Your fourth 
' Propoſitiori ( thorigh 'T have repeated iva]- 
ready, yer I think it meet to repeat it hefe 
again ) 15 this3 
The ſeventh day; which is the laſt day 
in every week in the weekly returns of it, 
&c. And for the proof. of this, you pro- 
duce Exod. 20. 839,10, 11. Det. 5. 12, 15. 
I conceive you lay the whole ftreſs of your 
Arguments upon that in Exod. and that 
you do not ſo much as imagine, that Det. 
the 5th affords. you any more help, than 
what 'you have from the other alone. 
This is that which is to be taken into 
ſcrions conſiderations, whether your Pro- 
poſition takes in, or be agreeable unto they 
full ſenſe of the Commandment, and thatf fc 
the Commandment ſpeaks the ſame thingſ ft 
that the Propoſition doth 3 it ſeems as yerff 1 
far otherwiſe to me, and that the Com 79 
mandment requires only the obſervationff P*< 
of one day in ſeven, and doth not inſtitute] * 
any particular day, either the laft or tht 
firſt. 
The laſt of ſeven had its inſtitution, all 91 
you ſeem to acknowledge, (which Lwa 
glad to find in your paper ) in Gen. 2: 
where, and when the firlt day had its inſih 
| | tutio 


[29] 
tation-will be enquired into when this Pro- | 
poſition is cleared, viz. That the fourth . 
Commandment requires only the obſerva- 
© tion of one whole day in ſeven for the 
| weekly Sabbath, not inſtituting either the 
- & firſt, or the laſt, for any ſuch intentor pur- 
8 poſe, And- becauſe, as Solomon {aith Prov. 6, 
rf 23+ that the Commandment is a Lamp,and 
ff the Law is a Light, I deſire therefore uf the 
+ firength of the Lord Jeſus, depending up- 
al on him for light and direction, to look in- 
to the ſenſe and meaning of this Law ; 

But tir{t I ſhall premiſe this, That 
As the ſecond, {o the fourth Command» < 
ment comes -in ſome things under. a ditr 
ferent confideration from moſt , if not 
66 from all the reſt ; my meaning is this 
# There is ſomething in each of them is mor- 
ral natural, and ſomething which is only 
J politive, In the ſecond Commandment: 
F this is moral natural that God ought to be 
hd worſhipped, not as men will themſelves, 
Þ} but as God himſelf wills and deſcribes 
but in what ordinances, or as of worſhip, 
this is only poſitive. Soin the fourth Com- 
mandment this is moral natura], that there 
be a time, a ſufficient time for the ſolemn 
jo) worſhip, of God, and yet ſuch a* ſufficient 
C 3 " times, 
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time, as leaves ſufficiency of time for our 
worldly buſineſs and affairs. This the light 
of nature will teach, but without fomere- 
velation of the will of God, nature. cannot 
determine the time, as to the frequency of 
its revolution, or if that, not the particular 
day that ought to be the time; which is the 
matter under debate betwixt us, but of 
this *T ſhall have 'occaſion to ſpeak more 
hereafter : only I mention it here, becauſe 
this is that which I have now todo, to give 
you my reaſons why I conceive that what 
the {ſubſtance of the fourth Command- 
ment requircs 3either as naturally moral, 
or - poſitively moral, or Gods manner of 
_ reſting, or his bleſſing and ſandifying the 
day of his reſt, or the revolution of time in 
which the day ought to be obſerved,what- 
ever it be, reacheth no farther than the 
obſervation of one whole day in ſeven, not 
direly pointing out any particular day, 
but only by conſequence at the laſt of 
feven, becauſe it was enjoyned before. 
Now I cannot better vor in fewer words 
give you my reaſon of this, ;than to give 
you an account of my Faith, what I under- 
ttand to be the ſence and meaning of the 
Commandment, and it is this 3 YN be 


1. Firſt 
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1. Firſt, 1 obſerve as. it were the, opens 
ing and. giving forth of the ,Conumand- 
ments, 'verſ, 8. Remember the - Sabbath 
day, that is, the day of holy reſt of Gods 
appointing, to keep it holy to the Lord: 
In. Dext.'5. 12, A text quoted in your pas 
per, we have this which. is the moral ſub- 
ſtance of the Commandment not given as 
in ſome other places it is, by it ſelf alone, 
but together with all the ten words in its 
proper place and order z and which is to 
me very obſervable, the reaſon from Gods * 
reſting is omitted, neither 1s it at all en- 
forced from the Creation, but from a Type 
of our Redemption, their deliverance from 
the Egyptian bondage. Such a material 
omiſſion or alteration ſeemeth to be ſigni- 
fhicant of ſorcthing, whereot more here- 
aftcr. 

24ly. Secondly, in the ſhutting ' up of 
Concluſion of the Commandment, ver/.'1 1 
Wherefore the Lord vlefled, and {anQi- 
hed not the ſeventh day ( of which more 
hereafter ) but the Sabbath day of. holy 
relt: this is evident, yet neither in the 
opening, nor ſhutting up of the Command- 
ment where we have the moral ſubſtance 
of the Commandment, there is no menti- 
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en of any particular day at all. 
-..3dly. 1 obſerve what- intervenes, and 
comes in. by way of explication or inforce- 
ment of obedience, between the opening, 
and ſhutting apof the Commandment and 
therefore. comes in to be obſerved. 

i. Firſt, In what revolution of time 
God had appointed this day of holy reſt to 
be obſerved, and that is one whole day of 
feven, of every ſeven days, ſix for labour, 
one for reſt, verſe 9. and former part of ver. 

* 10. . T hus far we have a comely order in 
the Commandment. ſuitable to the infinite 
wiſdom of God, firſt ſettling a day that 
ought to be obſerved, and then the revo- 
lution of time in which that day ought to 
be obſerved ; how often, not one in twenty 
days, nor one in ten days but one in ſeven 

"days, one day in every week, which is 
well obſerved by your felt in the third Rea- 
on. 

2dly. Secondly, 4 obſerve the enforce- 
ment of obedience to the Commandment 
from Gods example of reſting the ſeventh 
day, verſe 11, - Here I do acknowledg the 
laſt of ſeven is mentioned, but not as any | 
branch of the unchangeable moral ſubKance 
of the Commandment, nor -the- obſervatiy I} 

on 


ho, 


” 

[33] 
on of it diretly required but ancly confe- 
quently, being inſtituted before as*is ac- 
knowledged by your elf: and it muſt be 
acknowledged by all, that the laſt of ſeven 
here mentioned, had firſt of all the honor 
to be the day of Gods appointing, and ac- 
cordingly it was obſerved, and no other, 
till the time came that another day the 
firſt-of ſeven, was to ſucceed in the room 
of it. 

Theſe are the Particulars of the Comes 
mandment, which as far as I can appre- 
hend, are moſt 8bſervable in thoſe. tour 
Verſes quoted in your Paper, and in none 
of then all can 1 tind any thing that ſeems 
to give any Teſtimony to the Truth of your 
Propolition. 

1. Nothing as was faid before either in 
the giving forth, or ſhutting up -of the 
Commandment,there is no mention of any 
particular day, one or other, 

2, Nothing in what intervenes be- 
tween. p 

3. Nothing in what expreſleth the revo- , 
lution of time wherein the day of holy reft 
is to be obferved. Six days ſhalt thou la- - 

bour, Thus I ufferſtand this limitation, 
. or rule 'tor direion, , 
I SIX 
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1. Six- days ſhalt thou labour, unleſ; 

God othetwiſe appoint; and he did ap- 
point in the old Adminiſtration, other days 
to be kept holy, which though not alway, 
yet ſometimes fell out on ſome or other of 
. the ſix working days. This I think none 
will deny. 

2, Further, Six days ſhalt thou labour, 
not excluding the ſolemn worthip of God 
out of thoſe ſix days, as is well obſerved 
* by our ſelf: as if it_ were a fin for a man 

to hear a Sermon, or to ſet wr hours a 
part for prayer any of thtſe fix days, as if 
is for a man to work upon that day of fe- 
ven which God ſets apart for himſelt. 

3» And yet further,which is moſt to be ta- 
ken notice of. Six days, &c. rcit one, not en+ 
joyning the laſt of ſeven that was inſtituted 
before, but onely thus, Six parts of the 
time ſhall be for your ſelves, the ſeventh 
{hall be mine, as Gen. 47. 14. you ſhall 
have four parts, ſaith Foſeph, the tifth thall 
be Pharaohs, Let all be divided into five 
parts, four ſhall be for your ſelves, the 
tifth ſhall be for the King, not telling them 
which fifth but only one of tive, So Lev. 23. 
27.Let all bedivided intoTcn.you ſhall have 
nine.the tench ſhall be the Lords,not appoint- 


ing 
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ing then which ten, but ogly one” of ten, 
Thus I underſtand the word,lix days of the 
week ſhalt be for your ſelves, one ſhall be 
mine. Thus 1 finde not one word for the 
laſt of ſeven, and which -I muſt remember 
again, in the third Reafon you plead the 
equity.onely tor one of ſeven. 

] have heard that you alledged the He- 
brew particle 7 verſe 10. as emphatical;z 
but becauſe you do not mention it in your 
paper, I ſhall ſay nothing to it now, but 
when you form your Argument from it,-I 
ſhall give that which ſatishes me for the 
_ preſent in Anſwer to it. 

2, As nothing is here where the revolu- 
tion of time is hxed which ſpeaks in behalf 
of your Propoſition, ſo I find nothing at 
all in Gods cxernple for it 3 nothing there 
but one day of ſeven, from the beginni 
of the Creation 3 but it doth not therefore 
follow that it was the mind of God, that 
the ſame day muſt be obſerved for ever. I 
ſhall give you my reaſon why I conceive 
ſo, when tirſt I have given you the ſence « 
wherein I conceive the words ate to be un- 
deritood, Thus, We muſt not nnderftand 
this properly according to the Letter, ' for 
the intinite glorious divine eſſence ceaſeth 
no 


[35] 
noimore to work than he. ceaſeth to be 
God; neither doth he reſt as man doth, 
becauſe he is weary, T1/a. 40.28. We are 
thercfore tounderſtand his cealing toCre- 
ate from the works of providence order- 
ing, and diſpoſing all thing that he hath 
made he never reſteth, according to that. * 
Fob. 5. 417. Having thus given you the ſenſe, 
now I ſhall give' you my Reatons, why I 
conceive that this example of Gods reſting 
is not alledged here to lay an obligation 
upon the Conſcience, that the ſame day 
wherein he reſted, which was the laſt of fe- 
ven, ought-to be obſerved for ever, 

I, Firſt, It ſeems to me to relate to what 
God himſelf did, rather then any way pro- 
pounded as an argument to prove that for 
which you urge it. I will give you a paral- 
lc] Scripture wherein the Example of the 
Lord Jeſus is thus to be underſtood, 1. Cor. 
T1. 23. We Have there the inſtitution of 
the Lords Supper, when, and how it was 
inſtituted, repeatcd out of the Evangeclilts, 
and Chrifts example is related as to the 
"time when, that it was not only in the 
night, but iy that particular night in which 
he was betrayed: now this is not recorded 
, as a binding rule for our imitation, for then + 
| | nighe 
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night, Adtniniſtrations ſhould tot otely of -* > 

abſolute neceſſity be obſerved , but that  - 
particular "night in which he was betray- 
ed, - which is commonly called with” us, 

Thurſday night, which is more then ever 
I heard, that any one praQiſed as aneceſ- 
fary duty I am ſure the Apoſtle Paxl did 
not, As 20. 7. This example of Chriſt 
* then, ſeems to be hiſtorically related, and 
whether the like may not be faid of Gods 
example in the Commandment, let it be” 
conſidered. But | | 

2, Secondly, though Gods exemple be 
hiſtorically related, yet it muſt be acknow> == 
ledged to be related for ſome ſpecial end - 
and purpoſe; As the example of Chnſt in 1 - 
the torementioned Scripture was without : 
all doubt mentioned upon the higheſt 
ground of -reaſon 3 which to ſpeak of her@ 
though 'it might be of good ufe, yet it 
_ be a digrefſion from.the matter in 

and, 

And the ſpecial end, and purpoſe why 
Gods example is here related, ſcems.to be _ 
this, even to ſhew that what is required in - | © 
the Commandment” is equal and reaſons ,-+ * 
able, and' for mans' good : The holy Laws 
of God arc often called Judgments, as _ 
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to ſhew that God requires . nothing but 
what-is juſt and equal. Thus God reaſons 
the caſe with. choſe Ezth., 18, 25, Hear 


* ye me O houſe of Iſrael, are not my waies 


gh ? and thezefoxe certainly the ſence of 
Argument from Gods example which 
doth beſt ſhew the equity of the Com- 
mandment, and to be tor the good of thoſe» 
that obſerve it, is the beſt, and truct 
ſence. Now tq argue that becauſe God 
wrought the fix firſt days of ſeven, and 
then reſted the laſt of ſeven, this carries no 
convincing reaſpn with it, that thercfore 
we ought hrit to work fix days of the 
week, and then to reſt the laſt day of 
ihe week , and to keep it holy to the 
rd 


" Reaſon, right Reaſon, it that alone were 


to judge, would rather judge .it fit to keep 
the firſt of {eyen holy to the Lord, and 
ſceing by Divine allowance we have fix 


for one, take the fix laſt to our ſelves. In 


reaſon we may hope, that the work on 


ub will pron beſt, when our work for 


Heaven is done firſt : But now to argue 


* from Gods cxample, that it bindeth nei- 


ther to the firſt of ſeven, nor to the laſt of 
(even, 


ſeven, but to one of ſeven,” carries vety 
t reaſon in it, "s 

For if the great God, who needs not 
one moment either\for reſt, or for work, 
who never fainteth, who never is weary, 
wrought fix days, and refted one, how 
much more ſhould poor frail man, hold 
' that proportion, who by reaſon both of 
bodily weakneſs , and ſpiritual wants, 
needs fuch a competency of time both for 
his worldly imployment, and Soul re- 
freſhments 3 and thus much you fay your 
ſelf hath been already noted. Thus you 
have my reaſon why I conceive there is 
nothing in Gods example, that affords any 
help to afford your Propofition. 

3. Thirdly, I find as little in Gods 
blefſing and ſanQifying the Sabbath-dayz 
tor that which you alledge it, 

1, Firſt, To give the ſence, | be ſanfi- 
fied it | 1, e. ſeparated . it from common 
uſe,to be filled up with ſuch duties as he 
appoints 3 and then | Bleſſed it | 4. e. ap» 
pointed it to be a day of blefling, A day 
naturally conſidered, is capable of no 
other bleſſing, but only to be a' means 
ot bleſſing according to Divine appblnt- 
ment 3 but his bleſſing and fanctitying it, 
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"s; 
* 


AIRS the right obſervers of 

Now for my reaſon why herein I diſſent 
from you *tis this, He bleſſed and ſandti> , 
hed it, but not as it was the laſt day of 
ſeven, but as it was-the day of his Reſt; 
declaring thereby Creation-work to be 
perfeed, Neither was his reſting, ſo far 
as I can ſee, the ground of his blefling and 
{anQtifying it, but as conſidered in con- 
junQion with the reaſon of his Reft, his 
finiſhing the Creation; and alſo with the 
reſult and conſequence of his Reſt, viz. 
his magnifying and honouring tHat day 
EF « for the time being, above all other 
| dayes, for the greateſt work then in 
being. ls 

Whether this bleſſing be applicable to 
no other day but this, as you ſay it is not, 
in the third Branch of the firſt Reaſon for 
the confirming | your Propoſition , ſhall 
be conſidered of when it comes to be 
Fpoken to, in- order as it ſtands in your 
Paper 3 and I hope to make: the con- 
trary to appear, at leaſt it appears fo 
ko me. 
4. Fourthly, To mention it once again, 
though it'was hinted before, 'in. the very 


cone 


' F concluſion of the Commandment, verſ. 1 3; 
FF though the laſt of ſeven is mentioned* in 
the fame verſe, in the words immediately 
foregoing, it is not ſaid, I mean in that 
place, that he bleſſed and ſanQtified the 
ſeventh day, (though it be ſaid, that he 
did bleſs it, Gen. 2. in the ſence that is 
given above) but he bleſſed and ſanctihed 
the Sabbath day. What ſhould be the 
teaſon of the ſuddain change of the ex- 
preſſion ? I conceive it may be this, and 
I think it may not be unworthy of. your ſ{c- 
; rious conſideration 3 it may be this I ſay, 
Becauſe the Command for the Sabbath- 
day, was to be of a larger extent, than the 
laſt day of ſeven. I cannot but think, 
that if Gad had intended to bind his Church 
in all ages to the end of the world, to the 
la day of ſeven, as you conceive he hath 
done, he would' have tixed upon that 
day in the concluſion of the Command- 

ment. | 
- Thus Sir, I have giverryou my reaſons 
why I diſſent from you, in that ſence which 
you give of the Commandment in , your 
Propofition : And why I adhete to that 
Propoſition , that the fourth Command- 
ment zequires oply the obſervation of one 
| D day 
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day in ſeven, not fixing it either upon the 
firſt, or the laft day of ſevey, but only by 
conſequence pointing at the laft of feven, 
then to be obſerved, bccauſe it was inſtitu- 
ted before, and to continue till the irrſt of 
ſeven was to fucceed it, 
' As Solomon ſaid in the place © formerly 
quoted, Prov, 6, ſo David his Father ſaid 
before him, Pſal. 19. 9. The Commandment 
bf the Lord is pure, enlightneng the eyes 3 and 
this is the light which the Father of lights 
hath given me from the Commandment, 
T ſhall ſhut up all that 'for the preſent I in- 
tend to ſay, as for the ſence of the Com- 
mandment, with this 3*that as the ſecond 
Commandtnent, as I ſaid in the entrance 
info this diſcourſe, may parallel' with the 
tourth'Commandment, in requiring ſome- 
thing whichis ſuperadded to the law and 
light of natures ſo *tis evident - in this, 
that as the ſecond Commandment doth de- 
termine the worſhip of God, but only in 
the General, ' that it be according to his 
revealed will, and under that General, both 
vld* Ordinances s Sacrifice, Circutncthon, 
and the Paſſover mltituted, elſewhere are 
there required 3 So 

Likewiſe New Teſtament Ordinances 
Bap. 


T:.: - oe 
Baptiſme' and the: Lords Supper- are both 
comprehended , though / neither' named; 
ſo i the fourth Commandment,” boththe 
laſt of ſeven, and fitli-of ſeven, are com- 
prehended, though neither of them direct» 
ly-named 3 but onely one-of them conſe- 
quentially as was ſaid before, becauſe for- 
merly-inftituted 3 ſo 'that the fourth Com- 
mandment 1s perpetually obligatory for 
one day/in ſeven, and then the ſubltance 
of -the Commandment is ſtill unchange» 
able , thus the day admits of a change; not 
as a "Ceremony, but -as a' Circumttance 3 
the change of the- day: being no, more -pre- 
' judicial to the morality ofithe fourth Com- 
mandment ; than. the -change ? or: worthip 
to the *norality of: the ſecond .Command- 
ment, 't | 
And farther I add this, that 1 confeſs I 
am at a very great: loſs; -how it ſhould. be 
ſoas it hath been, andias it is at this. day, 
that in a -manner , the: whole Chriſtiah 
world ſhould: centre in 'the obſervation of 
the firlt day, if it had beeh: a breach of the 
fourth Commandment- which hath been fo 
often read, and ſo often preached upon. 
| Before Pproceed to fay any . more than 
What hath been faid to thoſe Reaſons 
D 2 which 
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which are preduced in your Paper for the 
conhrmation of your kr my I ſhall 
give'yot inas few words as poſhbly I cans 
what I have for the preſent to fay for the 
change of the day, from the laſt of ſeven 
to the firſt of ſeven; and that being done, 
I conceive ſhall not need to fay- much to 
any of 'the Reaſons, though I intend not, 
by the Lords affiſtance, to paſs over any of 
them without ſaying ſomething,and that as 
you deſire, according to the -order as they 
ſtand, | | 

To make entrance into this which I am 
now. to ſpeak unto 3 as none denies but 
that the laſt of ſeven was the. only day in 
the- revolution of ,cyery week to be kept 
holy to the Lord: tothe end of the old 
world, (7. e._) of the Church that then was 
of the Jews, til} the time of Reformation 
fhould come, Heb. 9. to. ſo 1 conceive it 
cannot with reaſon be denied , but that 
ſineethe beginning of the new world, (i.e. 
of the Chriſtian Church , frequently in 
Scripture called-the world to come, I men- 
tion only that Heb. 2. 5. {ince then I fay, 
it cannot I think, with any ſhew of reaſon, 
'be denied, that the firſt of ſeven hath been 
generally acknowledged in all _ 
Chur- 
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Churches unto this day, and. wil be-(to 
ſpeak as yet I do believe) till time ſhall 
be no more 3 though by what Authority, 
is the great matter in queſtion, but the 
thing is certain, though it hath been of 
late, as I have heard, dropt up and down, 
inand about the Town, that this exalting 
of the firſt day of ſeven above the laſt of ſe 
ven was done by the Authority of Conſtan- 
tine : I wondred at this when I heard of it, 
for though it be true that Exſebius, writing 
the life of that Chriſtian Emperor ſaith, that 
by law he enacted, that the tirft day of the 
week, ſhould be ghe great weekly holy day 
to the Lord : Yet to conclude from hence, 
- that he was the Author of the change of 
the day z wemay as well conclude that he 
was the Chriſtian Religion 3 for by his 
publique Edidt, the publique profeſſion of 
it was eſtabliſhed in all his Donynions. 
The Chriſtians of thoſe days then recet- 
ving, as I have often thought, an anſwer 
to- thoſe Prayers which their fore-Fathers 
in Chriſtianity no doubt poured forth be- 
fore God, according to that injundtion and 
direQion, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. that they ſhould 
pray for Kings and all that be in Authort- | 
ty, that they might lead aquiet and peace» 
' D 3 ' able 
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able life-in all -Godlineſs and Honoſiy 
'* which was much about 300. years-before 
> Conſtantine was born, at Icaſt- before he 
fate in the Throne. Let Evſebius himſelf 
be conſulted ( I. could cahtily quote the 
mp if T had the book by me ) and from 
im we-may learn, that as the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſo the Chriſtian Sabbath was ob- 
ſerved on the tirſt-day long betore Conſtan- 
zine# | Cradle was made 3 and not only fo, 
but before there was a Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
in the world it was ſo: and yet, as *tis ap- 
parent to me, by divine Authority, or elfe 
there was none in the wosld at all; for in 
the new world, that is, in the ſtate gf the 
Goſpel Church, old things were paſt a 
way, old Sacritiees, old Covenant, old 
Sacrgment , the Seals of the Covenant, 
this none 'denicsz even ſo likewiſe the 
old Sabbath: for the proof of this, let that 
Scripture, belides others that might be 
mentioned, be duly conſidered, Gal, 4. 
10, The Apoſtle there reckoneth up {everal 
forts'of the Jewiſh Feſtivals, and condemn- 
eth the obſervation of them in all Chriſtian 
Churches ( for upon the ſame account he 


| . condemns them in one Church ,, he con- 


demns themin all ) This will appcar to be 
| {o 
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fo, ifwe conſtder the Apoſtles ſcope in that, 
and jn hisEpiſtles to ſome other of th:Churz 
ches, But to mention one is enough tor all, 
it was tooppoſe {uch ot the Circumcition as 
thoſe mentioned, As 15. 1, 2. that mingled 
together the Law of Moſes, with the Do= 
Erineot the Goſpe], and that in the matter 
of Juſtihcagion, and in order tor Salvation 3 
with this error, which was thena growing 
error, it is evident_ tHe Church of Galatia 
was infectcd, upon this account it might 
well be that he was Articled againſt, for 
teaching every where to torſake the Law 
of Moſes, and againſt the Temple, Ads 21; 
28, as Paul himſclt no doubt knew that it 
«was formerly an Article againſt Stephen,that 
+ he ſpake blaſphcmous words againſt the 
Law, and that he ſhould affirm that Feſws of 
Nazareth ſhould deſtroy .the Temple, and 
change the Cuttoms that Moſes delivered 
them, Ads 6. 13, 14. 

Ovjed, Tt it be objected that the Apoftle 
there condemns their yearly Sabbaths, the 
Sabbath of the ſeventh year, the Sabbath 
_ of the fifticth year, the year of Fubile, and 
not the weckly Sabbath. 

By . way of Anſwer, I deſire that the 
words of the Apoſile may be duely weigh- - 
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ed; Te obſerve Days, and Months, and Times, 
and Tears, T am aftaid of you, left T have be- 
. flowed on you my labour in vain. By Years, 
we underttand their yearly Sabbath, called 
the Sabbath of Attonement, and their Sab- 
batical years as above mentioned z by Sca- 
fons, their Annmal Feaſts, of the Paſſover, 
Penticoſt,and Tabernacles 3 and by Months, 
their Monthly Feaſts galled their New Moons, 
all this is clear; now I confeſs I cannot 
fee what can poſſibly be meant by Days, 
but their weekly Sabbath days; eſpeci- 
ally finding in Levit. 23. where all their 
Feaſts and Holy days, cight in number, 
are reckoned up their weekly Sabbath is 
= in the firſt place, as it were, by the Apo-' 
tle, | 
I fore-ſce two things may be objected 
againſt this interpretation. | 
0hj. Firſt, it may be ſaid, the Sabbath of 
the ſeventh day cannot be here mentioned, 
-7 then Pawl ſhould condemn his own Pra- 
Ice, | | 
* Anſw, But this is cafily Anſwered, for 
though we read, As 16. 13. that on the , 
Sabbath day, that is'I grant on the ſeventh 
day Sabbath, he went out' of the City and 
preached to women, that reſorted _—_ to 
© NP d- 4 their 
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their publique worſhip : and A&s 17. 2. that 
he preached in the Synagogue of Theſſalonica 
three Sabbath days together,yet this was not 
as obſerving, the ſeventh day Sabbath, but 
for the opportunity of the Jews aſſembling 
together on that day, which he could not 
have upon the firſt day and fo fora while 
condeſcending to their weakneſs , ſome 
other of the Jewiſh Rites,as may be inſtan- 
ced in Circumciſion, were born with, To 
conclude from hence that he did this as ob« 
ſerving the ſeventh day Sabbath as they 
did, it may be well concluded that he did, 
'and therefore we mult obſerve the Feaſt 
Penticoft, becauſe he went up to Feraſa- 
{em at'that Feaft, as we read, Afr 18.21, 
which we may be ſure he did not for 
the Feaſts fake , bt for\the Aﬀemblies 
ſake, that he might have the greater 
opportunity to Preach the Goſpel unto 
them. wot 

But now if we would know what day 
of the week it was which he obſerved m 
obedience to the fourth Commandment, 
look into his praftice among the Convert- 
ed Jews and Gentiles, and there we” ſhall 
hnd that he obſerved the firlt day for the 
Sabbath day, and paſſed by the ſeventh 
not day, 
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day, as will be ſecn by and by, in its pro» 
per place, 

2, Objed. It's objected by ſome, and 
thoſe great and learned perſons, that this 
Interpretation overthrows the Morality 
of the firſt day of the week, as well as 
the laſt day of the week, and for that end 
they thus interpret this place , and fre- 
quently urge it :-But nothing they alledge 
from hence, 1 do acknowledge, could ever 
make any impreſſion upon me, and my 
reaſon is this. 

Anſw. Look what thoſe and the Cir- 


*cumcifion, that were fo zcalous for the 


Law, ſought to impoſe upon the Chriſtian 
Churches, that and that only the Apoſile 
oppoſeth: Now it ſcems to me beyond 
all queſtion, that they never ſought to im+ 
poſe the firſt day Sabbath, and' therefore 
that ftands, and will fand unſhaken, not- 
withſtanding this Interpretation of the 
Text and the: Interpretation ganding 
rm, notwithitanding theſe Objcctions, 
it ſeems yet cicar to me, that Chriſtians 
are under no obligation at all to theold 
Sabbath, it is dead having ſerved its 
time, 

Deſt, Now I know it will be asked, 
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if this be ſo, where have we any expreſs 
inſtitution either for the fr{t day, or for 
any other day ? Muſt we not then, it a 
word of inſtitution cannot be produced, 
obſerve, as ſome ſay, every day for a Sab- 
bath, or take that day thoſe in Authority 
do appoint, be it one of 10, or one of 20, 
or have no Sabbath at all? 

Anſw. 1 anſwer, Neither ſo, nor fo, 
every day is not the Sabbath day, any 
more than every Supper is the Lords 
Supper, or every Table the Lords Table : 
Neither may we admit of one day of 10,' 
or 20, for that is againſt the Morality . 
of the fourth Commandment, which 
requires not Þ onely the obſervation of 

Sabbath, but one day of ſcven for a 
dabbath. 

And that we have ſufhcient ground 
which I confeſs can be' no leſs than Di- 
ine Authority) for the firſt day of ſeven, 
now come to give you my reaſons why [ 
d believe. 

Only let me have leave firſt to ask, 
here is there an expreſs word of inſtitu- 
lon for the laſt of ſeven ? 

In the fourth Commandment there is 
lone, that only requires the. obfervation 
ot 
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of one of ſeven ; all the inſtitution therg | Fe 
is for it, is in Gen, 2. 3. which is not exs | 5 
_— (though I acknowledg it ſufficient) | VE: 
ut only imply'd in thoſe wards , - God | thi 
bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſandtified it 3 and the 
I hope there is as clear a word ( though 
perhaps not altogether found in one place) ug 
which implics the inſtitution of the tir 6th 
day, as that which in Gen. 2. doth of the @mi 
{ſeventh day, Rel 
Before I proceed to that , I deſire thiz| 4t , 
may be obſerved ; That thexe is the ſame] @n | 
-xcaſon for the inſtitution of the firſt off for 
ſeven, that there was for the inſtitution of| fron 
the laſt of ſeven. I ſaid before what 1Þ-0us« 
thought to be true, that the Lord bleſſed[/tion, 
and. ſandtified the ſeyenth day 3 not onh[- 1 
becauſe he reſted on the ſeventh day, ha agali 
ving perfe&ed the work of Creation 3 butf Was 
alſo becauſe of the reſult and conſequenaſ/and 
both of his reſt, and of his perfeQing hig.done 
work, namely , his honouring and exalt firan 
ing; that day above all other dayes 3 ther;1 ſha 
by now we know, that the memorial og Four 
thoſe ſignal works of providence wrough&Vcr 
npon the day, hath been the occalion (<2 
the advancing that day above other. W#10n, 
the Jewiſh Paſſover, Lev. 23. and th-One t 
Feal 
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Feaſt of Purim, Ef. 9. 21, 23, and our 
5th. of November, in memory of the diſco- 
very of that Treaſon plotted, and that no- 

thing came to execution but the Traytors 
themſelves Now this being acknow- 
ledged to be fo , hence then it may be 

argued, That what day fſoever above all 
a&her dayes, God honours with his moſt 
eminent work, is to be the day of holy 
Reſt unto God, This will clearly carry 
it, and greatly ſtrengthen, though but 
an implyed inſtitution for the firſt day : 
for that was the day of the Lords reſt 
from the moſt great , and the moſt glort- 

.ous of all his works, the work of Redemp» 
tion, : 

. I hear ſomething hath been alledged 
againſt this, that the firſt day of the week 
was not the day of Chriſts Reſurrection, 
and that the Tranſlators of the Bible have 
done us wrong in ſo rendring it : It is 
firange to me it any ſhould {ay fo, put 
1 ſhall ſay nothing to it now , becauſe 
your Paper ſpeaks nothing of it 3 when- 
Ever you think fit to form the Argument 
from the exrox you ſuppoſe in the Tranſla- 
Zion, there is as I underſtand one (and 
one that is well able to do it) prepared 

to 
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©to juſtifie the Tranſlation, and hath done 
it, many moneths ago3 to him I leave 
it; becauſe, as I ſaid, your Paper gives 
me no occalion to ſay any thing of it. 


However this I muſt ſay, for the proof, 


F what hath -been ſaid, I cannot but 
aſſert this , that it is ap Article of my 
Faith, that the Lord Jeſus roſe again 
the third day, 1 Cor. 15. 4», Luk, 32, 
Mat. 16,214 and that -as certain 1t 15, 
that the firſt day of the week after 


his Paſſhon week , is and was the third]. 


day after his Paſſion 3 the Lord of Lite 
Jaid down (his life, and was obedient 
unto death ; the-ſixth day of the forc- 
going week , which with us is calledi 
Friday, lay in the Grave the remain- 
ing part of'that day , that night, and 


all the ſeventh day, (when the old} 


Sabbath I think was buricd with him) 


and then that night, and aroſe early)]: 


thg next morning » which was the firſt 
day of the week after his Paſſion; 
ſo that his bleſſed body continued in 


the Grave - two whole- nights , one 
whole day, ' and ſome part '6f the o_ 
rlt 


- Other dayes, the fixth and the t: 


the week following, in all about thirty {x 


hours! 


*. 
\ 


| 
: 
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hours : And this was accounted * three 
dayes and three nights, according ' to 
the allowed Diale& of that Nation, as 
one of the moſt learned in the Jewiſh 
Antiquities I think this Nation afford- 
cth, by ſeveral inſtances makes good : 
And indeed there ſeems to be 'fome- 
thing in the Scripture for it , Efthers 
Fatt. was for three days, aud three 
nights, yet on the third day after her 
Feaſt began , ſhe preſents her felt be- 
fore the King, and invites him to a 


+ Banquet, Fft. 5. 1. This then 1s evi- 


dent, the Reſurrection of Chriſt, not- 
withſtanding any thing that I think 
can be faid againſt the Tranſlation, 
was upon the firit day of the week; 
belides - what hath been ſaid already, 
the Scripture is expreſs tor it, Luk, 24. 13. 
The ſame day, i. c. the day of Chriſts 
Reſurre&ion, the two diſciples were tra- 


'velling to Emaus , and verſ. 21. they ſay 


this day was the third day: thus the Re- 
ſurrec&tion of Chriſt being upon the firſt 
day of the week, ( though to ſpeak 


properly it was not ſo. much the ground, 
as the occalion of the choice of the 


day, becauſe then it was manifeſted , 
| | that 
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that the price of our Redemption. was 
both paid and accepted ) the day -of 
Chriſts Paſſion could not: give the like 
occafion, becauſe though the price was 
paid, the Surety was not diſcharged, the ' 
Grave was a part of his humiliation, he 
was 'not raiſed from all the ſorrows of 
death, till he was raiſed from the Grave, 
Ads 2. 24. | 

And as the day of Chriſts Paſhon , 
could not for this cauſe give this oc+ 
caſion for the change' of the day, fo 
neither could the day of his Aſcention, 
On that day indeed he entred into 
the place of Reſt, to fit down on 
the right hand of the Father , but it 
was on the day of his Refurxe&ion | 
that-he centred into the ftate of Reſt; 
and this day , as I faid, on the fiſt 
day of the week, gives as fair and firong 
a ground, for fixing of the day of holy 
Reſt, on the firſt day of- ſeven, as Gods 
reſting from the work of the Creation 
did, tor fixing it at firſt upon the laſt of 
ſeven. | 

If it be ſaid, by this means we blot out 
the memory of the Creation, which ought 
bot to be done. n 


e 


| 


AR... 

[s is true; it ought not to be done; that 
marvelous great work comes within the 
compaſs of that Text, Pſilm. 111, 4: 
which ought to be had in remembrance; 
and the ſerious conſideration of it, is a 
great relief in difficult cafes : for what 
cannot he do that made Heaver and 
Earth of nothing ? Thus they reaſon their 
*hearts into a believing frame, Pſa. 124; 
#lt. that their hope, and their help, did 
ſtand in the name of the Lord that made 
Heaven and Earth: we ought therefore, 
as Elibs faith, to magnitie God in his 
works which men behold. Fob. 36. 24," 
25. Only the work of Redemption'onphe 
more eſpecially to be rertiembred, as the 
thore glorious, and indeed the mott glo- 
rious work :. as therefore the work of 
Creation ought not to be forgotten, ſo 
the change of the day gives no cauſe for 
it 3 for as the firſt day of ſeverr preferverh 
the memory of vur Redemption, fo'oue 
of ſeven preſerveth the memory of otar 
Creativhi, only preeminence 1s'given' to' 
the wotk of our Redemption. But it will' 
ſtill be enquired where is the word of 
Inſtitution? « _ 


ad. 
, Anſwer, *tis acknowledged, that as I 
ſaid before, 1 find no expreſs word - for . 
the Iofticution, of the laſt day of ſeven, 
{9 we have no, expreſs word in ſo, many 


, 
»..4 
- 


I#ters, and, words or ſyllables tor the” 
Inſtitution of the tirſt day of ſeven 3 but - 


we. have ſeveral. particulars, which, not 
taken apart, but laid altogether, will 
clearly, and. I think, undeniably imply 
itz and which was obſerved in the fourth 
Propoſition ; which way ſoever.. God 
ſpeaks his minde , to us, we ought 
not to deſpiſe him that ſpeaks from 
Heaven, 

Now among all theſe particulars, 
T defire theſe may be, in all ſobriety 
and ſeriouſneſs , taken into conſfidera- 
tion. . 

-,1, The firſt is*this, which I think 
none will deny.z that Jeſus Chriſt the 
Mediator , had power to change the 
day: I donot, I dare not fay that he 
hah power to change the moral ſub- 
ſtance of the Commandment, for it was 
hot in his Commiſſion 3 He came not to 

deſtroy the Law ,- but to fulfil it ; not to 
| Change the day from one . of runs 

" ur 


__ 


| 
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but that he had 50 to change from 
- one day of feven, to- another day : that 
Text which . you quote* three” ſever 
tunes, ſufficiently proves ity He is Lor 
of the - Sabbath, ( i.e.) of the day, and 
might do with his owrrwhat he pleaſeth; 
even as he was Lord of the Vineyard.and 
might let it ont to what Husbandmen He 
pleaſed, Marth.” 21. and that which we 
read, Fohn 5. carries.a' probable appea- 
rance, that even then he began to mani- 


teſt, that he had a purpoſe to chan 
the'day, for there we read, 'that havi 5 
healed the poor diſeaſe> man who had 
been. begrid for thirty eight years toge- 
ther, he bids him take-up his* be and 
walk; but' why did he 'fo? this was 
expreſly apainſt the letter of the Laws 
there was rio neceſſity of it tor the evi- 
dencing of the” Miracle,” that might haye 
been done by his leaping, and walking z 
and the like was, A&s 3. 'and Afts 19. 
he might* have gone home, and come 
again for /his bed the next: day 3 Why 
then might it notbe tofhew that he had 
power -and authority over that day, 
equal to what he. had- over the deſeafe. 
To this purpoſe it is worthy our ob- 
| 2 ſervation 


= 


9 the _—_ | [60] —_ PT 
fervation, th al along, in that chapter, 
- juſtifies his. Atts againli.the' cavil- 
ing: Jews, ,by afferting, his power, as 
may be ſcen verſe 17. to the end of werſe 
22, As it appears by. this, that he-had 
wer to. change the day, what if it 
hould be faid,:; that he dic acoonding to 
his power actually change the day, 
though when, and how, it be not rc- 
corded. Let the fifth Propoſition be 
conſulted for this 3 there it . appears, 
hat there was word for inſtitution of 
Sacrifice, before Abel.Sacrificed, ( though 
it. be not. xecorded. when ) becauſe God 
accepted his Sacrifice. So he hath ac- 
Cepted the Scexvice upon. the firſt day of 
the week, the. firſt of ſeven, and bleſſed 
It as. eminently he did the laſt of ſeven, 
as I (hall ſhew when I. come to ſpeak 
of . your Reaſons, Why . then mighe 
he not inſtitute this day, though it 
be not ..cxpreſs'd when, or where ? 
What can. 5 {aid againſt it, but that 
he - might. do.,qn the one as* in the 
other? Though it be. not recorded, 
why may it not be thought to be one 
of thoſe things which he had to fay 


unto his Diſciples, and Without _ 
Ti q; 
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did ſay: ito. them | afterwards, : becauſe 
they were 'not then..able! to bear 
them , Fahn 16, 12. © Surely the change 
of the Sabbath, which they - with 
the whole body of - that | Natiotl, 
had ſuch an high eſteem of!, would 
hardly then , have bcen received by 
them, 

4. Fourthly, 'To me it ſcems very 
evident, that the day was changed 
either by Chriſt own immediate ap- 
pointment, Or by his Apottles as they 
were guided , and directed by the ho- 
ly ſpirit which they reccived , accor- 
ding to that promiſe, Fohn 16, I3s 
and what they did teach, and pra- 
iſe as thus guided , and dircdted, ought 
to be. received and believed, as if it 
had been immediatly done by Chriſt 
himſelf, as was proved in the "fixth 
Propolition. 

5. Fitthly , and that the change of 
the day was thus appointed , either 
by Chriſt immediatly , or by his A- 
poſtles as guided by the ſpirit of 
truth, theſe following particulars ſcem 


to me undeniably to prove it. 
E 3 1, Firſt 


(E862) 
2; Firſt,by:the Apoſtles -practice let 
Fhat be ſetiouſly-.confidered-, as it is 
xecorded in ſeveral places.+ 1 ſhall be» 
$10- with that, A&s 20. 7, it' is there 
ſaid , that when Paul came to: Troas, 
where he. abode {even dayes, ups 
op the firſt day of the week, which 
1s infallibly proved to be the day 
of Chrilts Reſurretion, when . the 
Diſciples came together ' to - break 
Bread , Paul Preached. I defire this 
Text may be conſidered in the fear 
of God. It was ſome grief to me to 
think how flightly , as I heard fwith- 
in- theſe few days, ſome turn 1t off: 
for if it be, as it ought to-be, ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered of, it will appear to 
have much weight in it, for it is clear 
in the Text , that Pal continued there 
ſeven days, and therefore - was there 
on the ſeventh day Sabbath; yet there 
1s no mention that either he , or the 
Church took any notice-of it, more 
than of any other of the ſix dayes, 
but upon the firſt day,” the work of 
the Sabbath was carricd 'on, Paul 
both Preaching , and Adminiftring tbe 


Lords 


= 
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Lords Supper. . If this had been done 
upon the ſeventh day , and that he 
had begun his Journey upon the firſt 
day, it had made very much for the 
cltabliſhing of the old Sabbath 3 where- 
as now it makes much for the #eſta- 
bliſhing of' the new, and Chriſtian Sab- 
bath z if there had been but one ſuch 
expreſs Inſtance of Pauls Baptizing 
but -one Infant in any of the Chri- 
ftian Churches, I think it would have 
\prevailed much with thoſe that are 
humble , conſcientious , and godly ( as 
1 believe many are, that ſcruple much 
the Adminiſtration of that Ordinance 
to any that are not able to make pro- 
teſlion of their Faith ) it I fay there 
had been but one ſuch -Inftance, fo 
plain and evident, im the Scripture 
it would probably have prevailed much 
with them, though there are Argu- 
ments {ufficienf in the Scripture tor-it, 
yet they are not ſo plain to them: 
they would ( it may charitably he 
ſuppoſed ) have yielded that ſuch 
an Apoſtle, would not have done 
this without Warrant , unleſs he had 
E 4 known 


"0 —_ 
known the mind of Chriſt for it, yet 
you fſece+ we have it for the Chri- 
ſtian* Sabbath , and ſhall this fignihe 
nothing ?: Surely what ever it doth 
with others, it fignifties much with 
me. 
| 2, Secondly, it is farther obſerved, 
that the one hundred and twenty Dif- 
Fs ſpoken of Afr 1. and it may 
be ſome more with them, met to- 
gether diftintly from the Jews, and 
d not keep the Feaſt of Pentecoſt 
with them, but together by themſelves 3 
and this they did with one accord, as 
we read, Ads 2. 1; and this upon 
the firſt day of the week, as may be 
undeniably demonſtrated ; The Lord 
Jeſus was buried on the evening of 
the ſixth day. that day being the 
hcſt in the Paſſion week, but the (c- 
yenth day Chrift reſted in the grave, 
this was the ſecond day in the Patlion 
week in which the firſt fruit Sheaf 
of was waved before the Loid, 
Levit. 234 11. and from this day they 
began to count their ſeven weeks to 
Pentecoſt as in the ſame. Chapter ver. 


15, 
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Is, 16, _ which ſhould be <bſer- 
ved, this day Chrift roſe again from the 
dead, and becomes the firſt fruits of them © 
that ſleep , I Cor, 15. 20.) which be- 
ing counted ſeven- times , the hftieth 
day is juſt the firſt day of the week, - 
So that it is clear, it was the firfi 
day. of the week when the the Difci- 
ples thus met together , to obſerye it 
in the duties of the day, which with- 
out doubt they knew to be the mind of 
Chriſt. 

3» Thirdly, The Diſciples met to- 
gether twice on the two friſt dayes 
of the two firſt weeks, immediarcly 
after Chritts Reſurre&tionz if it be 
granted , that the firſt thme they did 
not underſtand, the change of the 
day, but ſhut the doors for fear of 
the Jews, becauſe of the informa- 
tion of the Souldiers againſt them , 
that they had taken away the body 
of Jeſus, what can be faid againſi 
it, all things conſidered , but that 
they knew the —_ of the day at 
their ſecond meeting ? and that then 
they ſhut the doors for fear of the 
Jews, 
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Jews, becauſe they did not obſerve the 
old. Sabbath, the ſame that the Jews 
did, and as \they themſelves former- 
ly had done, - Thus ,much of the A- 
poltles practice ; , Now it cannot: be 
ſhewed, that ever they. gave any 16 
{pet to the ſeventh day Sabbath, as the 
ay of holy reſt unto the Lord , after 
Chriſts Reſurre&ion 3 that of their 
Preiching ſometimes -on that day, 
Was upon another account , as hath 
\been proved already. Neither doth 
it appear that any other did , by 
what we find in the Scripture. Its 
true, thoſe holy women mentioned in 


. the Evangeliſts , obſerved it to the | 


laſt, even to the day betorc Chriſts 
Reſurrection, and it was their duty 


Chriſt being not Yiſen. . And for the 
Apoltles, it is, evident they ſhewed 


all reſpe&s after the Reſurrection, | 


to the hrſt of ſeven, none to the 
aſt of ſeven: And further , it is not 
nothing what is recorded of the Lord 
Jeſus himſelf ,. that *he appeared fo 
often unto his .Diſciples on that day : 
For though I lay not much fircfs 


upon 
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upon ity as I have heard others have 
done, .:(. for it is very profitable, : that 
during theſe forty days, he appeared 
unto them upon other dayes as 
well as upon the firſt day) but this 
I ſay is not nothing , - that there 
is no .day mentioned by name, but 
the firſt day 3 if it had been men- 
tioned , that he had appeared unto 
them but once upon the ſeventh 
day, T cannot but think it would 
have been much inſiſted upon. Ha- 
ving now done with this, I pro- 
ceed from the Apoſiles practice to con- 
lider 3 

2, Secondly, Their expreſſions 3 and 
that which I ſhall here take ſpecial 
notice of , is that. in Apoc. I. 10. 
where Folm gives this account of 
himſclf , that he was in the Spirit 
on the Lords day. This I have rea- 
ſon to believe was the firſt day of 
the week , and pointeth at the jn- 
fiitution of it by Chrift himſelt 3 and 
my reaſon is this , Scripture is to be 
interpreted by Scripture , © even about 
the nature and meaning of a Phraſe, 
unleſs 


is 
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unleſs there be ſamething in ths Text 


where it is wed , why .it. ſhould not : 


be. taken in that Text as in others : 
This is generally acknowledged to be 
a good and ſafe rule for interpre- 
tation of difhcult places 3 why then 
may not this Phraſe prove it was the 
day inſtituted by the Authority of 
Jeſus Chritt, as being parallel with 
that of the Loxds Supper, which was 
inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf ? The 
holy Spirit of God -dire&ted both 
Paxl, and John, in their expxeſſions, 
neither of which is uſcd but once a 
piece, and never applyed to any 
thing elſe in the New Teſtament, but 
to the Lords Supper, and to the Lords 
day 3 why ſhauld theſe Ordinances 
be held forth under the ſame &xpre(- 
f1ons, if theſe had not the ſame inſfti- 
tution ? 

It would ſeem ſirange to me, if 
any ſhould ſay, that the Lords 
Paſſover in the Old Teſtament , 
( though a Supper Ordinance ) was 
the Lords Supper in the New 
Teſtament 3 and it ſcems ſomewhat 
th ſtrange, 


ire bes 
ſtrange, af the, (venth; day Sabbath, 
which, was indeed. _ the Ehbach of 
the, Loxd under the . Old Teſtament , 
ſhould , be . afferted to... be. the Loxds 
day. in the New Teſtament, without 
ſome, further. proot than -to ſay it 
is ſo.: I could produce Teſtimonies 
trom Antiquity , of ſome. that lived 
near , 2h of one that lived ſome 
confiderable time | with, Fobn  him- 
ſelf , . who have . interpreted the 
Lords day . mentioned in the. Re- 
velation , to be the faſt days 
but becauſe yon' . quate no ſuch 
Teſtimonies , neither will I, I have 
been caretul to obſerve your or- 
der ,. and to .procced in this 
order. only in a Scriptural way : 
Thus. much of the , Apoſtles | ex- 
preſſions. 


From their pradtice and expreſſi- 


ons, I - come to the. /pracice of the 
Primitive Churches , as they are re- 
corded in the Scripture 5 as that of 
the Church of Corinth, 1x Cor. 16. 1, 
2, and that of Galatia,- and of Tro- 
as formerly mentioned , who had 
theix 


% ; 
Fo 


their weekly fſoletnn 


| Afembliecs on 
the-hrſt;.day 3 /I- forbear to 1ay-'any 
thing in juſtification of our | Tranſla- 
tion-,* becauſe as I ſaid before, you 
touch upon - no ſuch thing - m ' your 
Paper , defiring to be dealt withall 
im a Scriptural, not in ' a Gramma- 
tical' way., only I cannot. but add 
this, becauſe I conceive it is according 
to'Scripture ; that it cannot with. any 
reaſon be imagined, that theſe -Chur- 
ches would have made ſuch an imy 
Portant' change of the day tor their 
Glemn Aſſemblies , from what * was 
formerly uſed by Gods appointment 
among the Jews , without conſulting 
with ſome: at leaſt 'of the 'Apoſtles , 
and moſt likely' -with Pant, as be- 
ing beſt acquainted with him. Hard- 
ly- I * think can ' there be produced 
any inſtance that particular Churches 
. ever . did determine - any thing - of 
this -nature , - :by thejr own Authori- 
ty ,- without conſulting, I ſay, with 
ſome of the Apoſiles.z conſidering 
how 'in other matters, [not altogethet 
of - ſo great; a concernment , _ they 
coln- 


cernir 
for t 


4 


which 
dition 
ready 
n 
reafor 


himſe 
| 


hardly can it be imagined that the Apo- 


ſtles would ever give, them any ſuch dis , 
reion,”unle(s they had-known the mind. 


of Chrilt, 


Thus, Sir, I have. given you , in, 


as few words as . the, matter would 
permit, a 'true account of the Reaſons 
of my diflent from, you , ir the 
ſenſe that you give of the fourth 
Commandment , and \of what former- 


ly hath and fill doth fatisfie my, 


Conſcience, that the day is changed, 
ind . that by divine Authority and 
hat without any prejudice ..to the 
\uthority of the fourth Command- 
nent. : 

That which I have yet to do, 
$ to; glve, you my. thoughts con- 
erning - your Reaſons, produced 
or the confirming your Propoſition, 
yhich, may be done with a little ad-, 
ition to what hath ſaid, done al- 
eady.”_, | 

I1.. Firſt, You fay thoſe weighty 
eafons which Jehovah the Saviour 
imſelf hath given, to enforce obe- 
dience 


conſulted with Paul ;12 Cor., 7. and. as, 


— 


a 


_—, 
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Ke 


-  dienet' unto his *Gotmmandmetit ; it © 
obſerving, 2 weekly Sabbath -- day 


holy -to himſelf ; / do» properly belon 
and-- are © | applicable | to: the ſevent 
day, which is the laſt day in every 
week : in ' order of time, in the 
weekly returns of 'it, as the week- 
ly Sabbath day, and are applicable to 
no- other day 5 arid theſe you ſay are 
three; | 

"1. Firſt, You ſay, God reſted only 
upon the feventh day, which is the laſt 
day in every week. 

- Anſw. FT anſwer 4' Thus far it is 
trae, that God reſicd on the ſeventh 


day ;- the laſt day from the begin- 


ning of the Creation 5 but it ſeems 
to' me. rather as*-a Teaſon of that 
Imitation ,, fix dayes of (even being 
allowed - for :labour , one of which 
ſeyen- was' a day for. holy reſt, and 
not an argument engaging to. ob» 
ſerve” the hft "of ſeveri, for the 
weekly Sabbath to the end of the 
world: The - reaſons that prevail 
| Co fo to'jadge, I have'given be- 


4 R 


2, Secondly, 


L- a 


A 
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. 2dly.Secondly,your ſecond and third Rea- 
ſons, I joyn them together, he bleſt and ſan- 
tified the ſeventh day, becauſe you bring one 
and the {ame proof for both, and beſides 
are to be looked upon in conjunRion to- 
gether, he ſanitified the ſevemh day, by ſepa- 
rating it frem common uſe , to be the day for 
his ſolemn Worſhip, and he bleſſed it , appoin- 
ting it to be 4 alay of bleſſmg tothe right obſer- 
vers of it, In what ſenſe I underſtand this, 
I have given you an account before. 
' Ir is true, when this Law was firft given 
to Adam,being then in the ſtate of innocency 
(fo you acknowledge it was, and therein I 
aſſent and conſent with you) the bleſſing was 
applicable to no other day , but the laſt of 
ſeven; becauſe man continuing in that blefſed 
ſtate, there was not, there could not be ſup- 
poſed a more eminent work than theCreation 
of the World; but now man being fallen , 
the work of Redemption being: every way 
more glorious than the work ot Creation , 
the bleſſing is applicable to the firt-day , 
the day of Chriſts ReſurreQien, for then the 
work of Redemption was manifeſted to be 
fully perfeted,and God bleſſed for evermore. 
hath bleſſed that as eminently as ever he.dil 
the former day, net to mention that which 
is 
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isand hath been.done among the Churches 
of the Gext:les. | 

I defire you to look back tothe ſecond par- 
ticulat, and I think it is there-made evident, 
that the Feaſt of Peaxtecoſi was 0n the firſt 
day, and then the Dilciples being together, 
the Holy Ghoſt was given tothe Diſciples, 
then they. received thoſe miraculous gifts, 
and began to ſpeak, with T ongues, which they 
never underftood before , and that day three 
thouſand ſouls were added tes the Church , by 
the effetual working of the Spirit of God 
with the Miniſtery of the Apoitles;and theſe 
Sermons theyPreached, that are upon record, 
after Chriſts Aſcenſion : Wag, not then this 
day a day of bleſſing? was there ever a more 
eminent bleſſing , or any like unto it on the 
old Sabboth , the laſt of ſeven? Whatever 
impreſſion this makes upon the: hearts of 
others I know not , tor my own part I muſt 
needs ſay, -I cannot but look upon it as very 
worthy. of {crious conſideration. 

- Secondly, . beſides thoſe Reaſons in 
the Commandment you add further: 1. The 
name and thing of a weekly Sabboth is given 
only to the ſeventh» day: ' 2. That no pro- 
»aſe 15 made tothe Obſervers of any other fo 


n0' threatuing denounced againſt any that 


not 


- 0753 


jury any. other day inthe wee, art: 
weekly Sabboth day ,, but only the Jrdewiry 
which is the laſt Ss: 
A. To all thele Lanfver from what kath | 
been already. {zid : | 
\ 1. Fuſtzasfor the name and thing; ahib is 


that which I ablerve at firſt, and bythis L 
am further confirmed iv it, that you dppre- 
hend. the lait day of ſeven and theweekly 
Sabboth , 5. e. the day that is to be pbſervatl as 
a day'of - holy reſt unto the Lord , are Terms. 
convertibles, which to me is not yetproved, 
though -1 bave conſidered your Paper from 
KH ar to'end ,. and I have given youtny reafons. 
[ yet believe , and muſt needs believe 
(til os (72 {ee them anſwered) that another is m- 

tituted in the room thereof, and thar by 
Divine-Authority; ſo that chough once they 
were, yet now they ſeem tome to be no lon- 
ger Terms convertible. 

2dly. Secondly; as to that whichyoulay, 
that there 1s no commaid for 'any other "day," 1 
have alteady given you my enlot the@om- 
mandment.,. that no day 1s inſtitutedthere-, 
firſt or laſt, or ſo much as the obſervation 
of the ſeventh direQy enjoyned there ;-but 
only. by conſequence, becauſe formerly inſti- 
y tuted; fo that both the Commandment: _ 
E; F 2 the 


| [5C3-- 
the-reaſons of the Commandment reach-the 
| firſt of feven, as well as the laſt of ſeven: 
'F ſee before. 

"©: *3dly: Thirdly, you fay there is 10 provmeie 
! to the obſervation of any day, nor threatning a- 
if - the not obſerving of any day as the week- 
| Sabboth , 'but onl Ns laſtof fever. + 

A. anfiver 4 to ſpeak properly (as 1 
obſerve-yon doo.) "the promiſe. is not made 
to the day,but tothe right obſervers of it,in 
the duties that God appoints.Now the dvoties 
falling upon the firſt day of the week, as | 
have given-you the _ of o_ Faiththere- 
in already;the ble to the laſt of 
ſeven fl} apon the of ſeven, and have 
been given forth eminently upon the fitſt 'of 
ſeven , asThave ſhewed. 

2aly: Secondly , I anfwer farther, that as. 

I find no bleffing/promiſed to the right uſe of 
the Seals of the Covenant under the old Ad- 
miniſtration, but'what were then applied on- 

Iy tothe rightulſe of Circumciſton , andthe 

Paſsover', nor any thing againſt any Profa- 

ners or contemners of any Seals of the Cove- 

' nant;but theſe that contemned Circumcifion, 
and the Paſſover; yet-I amperſivaded that 
you believe the Promiſes, I mean eſpecially - 


the fc promiſes annexed. to wr - 
cals 


bath the firſt of ſeven ; whatever is written, 


:-what I do not clearly underſtand, whether 


8 
Seals, the right obſervers of the new Seals» 
BaptHm and the Lords Supper , may in faith ©} 
apply:to themſelves... And the threatnings a- 1 
gxinſt the contemners of the old Seals,thoſe * 
that contemn or profane the new-Spals,have 
juftitautle to fear may fall upon. theme even lo + 
the promiſe made to-the old Sabboth the ſe- 
venth dav , and -the-threatnings againſt the 
tran{grefſors of it,are applicable-to-the trani- 
greefſors, and the obſeryers of thenew Sab- 


is written for our learning. 

3dly.. I-now nemel to the third reaſon, 
which is this, that God hath put this Com- 
*»nandment for the laſt - of ſeven into nature ; - 
which if you-had explained,. as it feems.you 
underſtand it,and that the Scriptures quoted 
had clearly proved it, 1 think. I ſhould have 
been ſilent,and with a little morehelp] think 
ſhould have cloſed with you upon.the whole - 
in-this matter. But Lmuſt crave lcave.to lay, 
that to me your-expreſſions are ſomewhat 
dark, and your proofs exceeding ſhort. 

1. Firſt,that your way of expreſſing your 
ſelf is ſomewhat dark: for you lay, God hath 
put this into nature, but you do not exprets 


4/0u-mean that is moral natural in the fourth: 
. Fi9 Com- 


_—_ 


(187. 
-*Commandment , of which is moral poſitive, 
| 5 24ly.” Secondly , 'your proofs , eipecially 
- from Rom."'1. 20. Pſalm 19. Rom." 10..'18, 

Fob 1:9; ſeem to be intended'for tharwhich 


Scriptures which tome'Havenot the leaſt/ap- 
pettmee (pardon meif'1 Lay fo) ro'be any 
"thinz tall to the putpoſe: And thatthere is 
one expreſſion in your furthet inlarging/upon 
-this reaſan; which feems'to'be for thatwhich 


ral recſonwilltell me., tharſering all went 112 all 
NV ar4614 Ho meafurre their tine" by weeks ," and 
their weeks by ſever days , that they ſhould be- 
fedes whor they offer to God every. day in Every 
week 5 Jer+ apart a day untotheir Moker ; (who 
h:1th -allorped: ſuch a liberal portion unto' then: 
Fer thetpſebyest Herein you will find, that I do 
" both\aff=ntarid conſent unto you, when Lhave 
- 21ittl6 explained whatt apprehend tobe the 
difference between moralnatural, and moral 
poſtiveTiaws... ron gina 5 of 
- 7; Fixt moral nafuralLaws, I concewe to 
be theſe which the liehrof Nature,confifting 
in theknowledge of principles,and the lawof 
Natyre;inonduſfions drawn fromthatlight, 
arkrowledseth to bejuſt and good ,i thomgh 
hoy had fever beon wrirtter-inthe ys 
—_— ,; | tha: 


735 moral natural; 'and there are ſome» other > 


$5" moral poſitive; For thus you lay,thar waru- 


[79] 
that there 5 aGod,, and that this God ss to.be 
wer ſhipped 8s God. Thus much your proofs, 
eſpecially that Rom. 1. 20. clearly prove,thus |: 
far the fourth Commandment is moral naty» ? 
ral. Thelaw and light,ot nature will teach 
men , that there muſt be a tine: for the ſolemn 
wor ſhip of Go; atime of reſt from all other im- 
ployments, 4 ſet rime that muſt return according 
to ſome computation of time., either weeks , or 
wanths, or years. Let it be granted for weeks 
(though I. would gladly 1ce' ſome. farther 
proof for that, than yet-l have ſeen, ) this the 
nature of. man evennow corrupted, either 
doth acknowledge, or at, lcaſt may be.convin- * 
ced of;by argyments drawatromthele princi- 
ples which are in thethearts of all men,; when 
he is rationally urged with. ſych principles as 
thele,as that all thoſe things phat are good, ought 
to be followed,and thoſe things w*" are evil ought 
tobe avoided; | mean ſuch Sine che meedich 
or evil whereof arileth-meerly-from y*® things 
themſelves, and may be. acknowledged to be 
{o, though the one had never been comman- 
ded, nor the other had -neyer been forbidden 
in the word.. This isclear from that place 

ou quote, Roms 2. 14, 15. be pleaſed to con- 
ider the place, and I believe herein you will 
both aſſent and conſent, that -the Apoſtle 
F 4 ilpeaks 


Eu 


4% | 


Fpeiks of {ach things as the Gemrileswithour 
- any reyclation of the mind of God” in his 
 Word,had the knowledge of by the light of 
' Nature, which they could never have of 'the. 
| laftof ſeven for the weekly Sabboth , 


robes 'as will 
appear by and by. - -* PIE , 20h 

© 2Ay. Secondly; Laws which are only poſi- 
tive, [ cooceive to be ſuch, as the light of Nas 
ture could neyer have judged either good or 
heceſlary, if they had not fome way or other 


been revealed to be the will of God; the good- 


© neſs of them ariſeth only from the will of 
, Godenjoyning them, who having abſolute 


authority over all, may, and doth diſpoſe of 
them into what condition he pleaſeth,and im+ 
polſeth upon them whatLaws ſeerh good in his 
fight;fo that if they never had beenenjoyned; 
the omiffion of them had been fo far from bes 
ing fin,that'if atiy fingle perſon ſhould have 
impoſedehem upon himſelf, - or any number 
of men hat impoſed them upon'others,as an 

part of SpirituaF homage and worſhip which 


"1s due to God, 'it had been rejefted-as Will- 


worſhip. Ofthis nature was the law given to 
"Adam, Of ndt eating of "the tree of knowledge 


 #f 2004 and evil; there was no evil in the fruit 


of the Tree, it was the creature of God,and 
all that-he made was very good; it was only 


75 evil 


-- 


OO 


- 


WW - 
evil; becauſe forbidden, ſuch were the laws 
for ſacrifice, burnt-offerings,and peace-offe- 
rings, all the goodneſs that was in them was 
only from the will of God appointing them ; 
the light of Nature could never have {cen the 
good of them,nor the law of Nature i 

a manto the obſervation of them, if the will of 
God had nut one way or other been revealed 
concerning them. The human nature in Adam 
was created righteous, but if the revelation 
of the Will of God had not been ſuperadded 
to that knowledge wherein he was created , 
he could never haye known but that he might 
as lawfully haye caten of that Trec,as of any 
other. It is true, when the will of God was 
revealed to him, he had that written in his 
heart , by which he ſaw obedience to that 
Lay to be both juſt and neceſſary. 

'  Ofthis nature I conceive was the law con- 
cerningthe laſt day of ſeven, for the day of 
holy xeſt to be obſerved unts the Lord, In the 
firſt propoſition I ſhewed there isno goodneſs 
in one day more than.another materially con- 
fidered, none in the laſt of ſeven, none in the 
firſt of ſeven;therefore neither of theſe were 
written in Nature:only this is written in Na- 
ture, that when the will of God is revealed 
concerning any ſuch poſitive law,. as concer- 
6 26:1 ning 


A. 
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ping either the aft of ſeven, or thefrſt of 
een Ig * it 1s COF+ 
cannot deny{but4aatit 15 both juſt and 
pacefſary to yeild obedience thereunto. Na- 
tuine;corrupted Naturecannot deny, but'that 
the will of the 'Soverain Lawgiver ought to 
beithe ruſe:of the Cneature, and indeed I am 
apt to think this is all you intended to prove, 
aad if no more, then 1 do declare herein both 
my'affent and conſent : But then this is. far 
fhort of yhat the reaſon is brought to prove, 
- namely that which 4s.if-the fourth Propoliti- 
wh, tharthe daft.day of every meek au the weekly 

returns of it, 1s alanc tbe particular day in ev 
week ,, whzch. 4s ae verkly Sabbath day to be 
kept bolyzy Jehovah , an obedtence to his Com- 
masd as ſuch. = 
Let it be granted , which.yet-I confeſs I 
am-not'fully-atisfied in, that the light of Na- 
ture withaut any revelation might bave fixed 
one of ſeven, yet if God had not re- 
vealed /his Will therein, it could never have 
fixed upon the laſt of ſeven ; I think-it would | 
rather chave fixed upon the firſt of ſeven for 
the reaſon alledged paz. 34. - Surely, dir, if 
-the law fat thelaft of {even had been written 
jn the haart of man, we might hope-to have 
found it fairly written in the FG and 
aneti- 


[83] 
ſanQihed-heart of the people of the Lords 
choice. -But this the expericnce of all ages 
contradiceth. - If anyſhould ſpeak tomean 
the language of Eliphaz, Fob 5. Callmomsf 
there 'be any: that will auſwer thee; and to 
which of the Saints wilt thou turn thee and 
ask'them., Did you ever find this Law for the 
laſh of ſeven to be writtea in. your heart? They 
would for the generality of them tell me,Vo, 
they newer found any ſuch matter, This be- 
lieve would be+the ant{wer,. or much tothis 
purpoſe, even.of thole that were moſt holy 
and learned,-moft dead to the world, and 
moſt aliveto God, yea of the, moſt faithful 
. Martyrs of Ghriſt fowthele ſixteen hundred 
- years, that\yyith a good, Conſcience they 
'could have done.,as nodoubt they did as thexe 
was occaſ1on,any work of their-Calling upen 
the laſt of ſeven , which upon the ſecond, 
third, fourth, fifth, and-{ixth days was lawful 
andfit-to he fone, and.that they-never found 
any thing written in their:hearts. giving any 
| rock thereynto. | 
+ Either-then the holy Law os God was not 
Avritten.im their hearts, which moſt-not be 
.'admitted , :or this Lay forthe laſt-of ſeven 
was not wtitten there as the zeſt were;which 
1 realiy believe,and therefore give my ciflent 
to this Rea fon. why 


e 


4 | © quitedo tuficiently prove,and herein I'a 
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©. ably. Fourthly , there is yet'one reaſon 
more muſt have ſomething ſpoken to it, and 
"that is the example of the Lord Feſws; and to 


this T-fay , | 
- ---r, Firſt that his example is propoſed tous 
for imitation , as thoſemany Scriptures y- 
ent 
and'conſent with you; for though I dare not 
{ay with the Socinians , that the grand end of 
Chrifts life and death was for example to be 
mitated', ( curſed be that opinion which, 
prefſeth the Imitation of Chriſt to overthrow 


- the Satwfattion of Chriſt ) yet this I fay 


with you', that for our example he'ts propoſed , 
but" yet with limitation, 'asnot m his media- 
tory and meritorious work , ſo not inevery 


-occaſional work, as his ſpending a whole 


might in praycr,nor in adminiftring the Lords 
Suſſper at night; yet even in this,though we 
are under ng obligation always to do fo, yet 
hen a juſt occaſion ſerves, it is lawful for us 
at leaſt to do ſo.But that wherein his cxample 


isobligatory,is to imitate him in the exerciſe 
of thoſe Graces, and practice of thoſe Duties 
"which belong toll Chriſtians, Mar. 11. 25. 


Coll. 3.13." x Pet. 2.21, 22, 23. and ſuch, 
like. Inall theſe, as he is by his Spirit dwel- 


ling in as the prixeiple of holineſs , To in'his 4FY 


example - 


by 
. 
IC... " 
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be 
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example he is our partern; and indeed prati- 
eal Chriſtiagity may be 1aid, elpecially:to 
con(jit in walking as he hath walked,  accar- 
ding to that you quote in 1 7ohn 2.6,But now 


' 45. to this particular for which you urge it, 


Foncermng the obſervation of. the laſt day of 
ven,., wr 

r. Firſt,it is granted,that notwithftandis 
all the Fews Cavils againſt him for tranly 4 
ſing againft the, Law , yet he perfeatly 


© (thoughnot in their ſenle,asin all things clſc) 


fulfilled the righteoufneſs thereof : I menti. 
on only that one Text, Zuke 4. 18. 

2. Secondly, . but this was during his ate 
of Humiliation , being made under the Law, 
but(as I have ſaid before)after his reſurre&i- 
on I do not find that ever he took any notice 
of it, or ſhewed the leaſt reſpett unto it du- 
ring thoſe forty days between his reſurre&ti- 
on and aſcention, though he both owned and 
honoured during that time the firit day of the 
week. | 

3. Thirdly, the holy Apoſtles neyer imitz- 


ted his example therein: I mean not After his 


reſurreRion : For though as I {aid whilſt the 
Fews were any thing tratable, Paul elpecially 
took the advantage of the 7th day Sabboth to 


x preachunto them, but with both conyerted 


Fews 
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JenrandGemtilerhe obſerved thefirit day of 


theweek , as hath been ſhewed. So that for 
; eughtI fiad in your Paper, Feonceiye we are 

. no'more boand:to imitate him therein , thart 
indeing Circumciſed, or in deferring being 
baptized till we: begin to be thirty years old, 
having no more Lay for the one than for the 
other ,' and where there is no Law, there is no 


Trans ſoreſſuon. 
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þ late dreadful Plague , fold 


Here is lately Publiſhed 

| in Latis , the ſo much 

expected Account of 

by Joſeph Nevil, at the Greyhound 

in St. Paul's Church- yard, "ns 

tuled, AOIMOAOTIA, five 

Peſtis Niper apud Populum Lon- 

dinenſem graſſantis Narratio H- 

Forica. Authore N. Hodges M. D. 
e Collegio Londin. 
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